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are 44x 16 inches, full size. In the Bibliography column the work was first typewritten on thin paper, five 
to eight copies at once, One of these copies was pasted on cardboard, and by the use of a RUDOLPH 
CARD CUTTER, cut apart, each book separately; yet the cards are easily separated for the insertion of new 
books, each in its proper place. 
In the Biography column the printed matter is simply a leaf from an ordinary catalogue, pasted om cardboard 
and then treated in the same way. 
The card holders are hinged alike at both ends, producing an ENDLESS INDEX CHAIN which is revolved 
by a crank under the glass lid of the case, showing five pages at once. Thesize of Indexer Case is 34 inches long by 24 
inches wide, 42 inches high. About the only practical difference in use between the RUDOLPH INDEXER and 
an Unabridged Dictionary is that you turn the Dictionary leaves by hand, while in the Indexer an endless suc- 
cession of leaves is revolved by acrank. It will accommodate equally a library of 1000, 10,000 or 20,coo volumes. It 
takes the place of the old style card finding list, is accessible to the public, yet cannot be tampered with, and renders 
the publication of supplements unnecessary. If the problem of a World’s Central Cataloguing Bureau is ever solved 
it will be done by the use of the RUDOLPH INDEXER. 
Time saved over the card system, say three-fourths. 
Money saved over the card system, say two-thirds. 
Patience saved over the card system, beyond computation. 
Compare looking for a word and its meaning in an Unabridged Dictionary, and for the same word in the 
latest card index drawer, and you have about the difference between the old card system and the RUDOLPH 
INDEXER. 
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Tue Iowa Library Society is in the field with 
a novel and interesting experiment. This is the 
adoption of a course of home study, to be 
carried on by the members of the association 
during the year, under a definite program, and 
to be the chief subject of discussion and con- 
sideration at the annual conferences of the 
society. The plan is the natural result of the 
recent library development in Iowa. Within 
the past year that state has secured legislation 
authorizing and simplifying the organization 
of libraries. A knowledge of how best to take 
advantage of the opportunities offered is the 
next necessary step, and it is to disseminate 
this knowledge that the *‘ course of study suited 
to the needs of Iowa librarians” has been in- 
augurated. With a membership of barely 25, 
scattered over a territory of 50,000 square miles, 
with no common printed organ for the expres- 
sion or interchange of ideas, with no school or 
model library nearer than Chicago, and with no 
opportunity for mutual intercourse save a two- 
days’ session once a year, the society has evolv- 
ed this method for banding its members more 
closely together and giving them practical help 
in the routine of their work. The practicality 
and simplicity of the course reflect high credit 
upon the earnest workers who have given time 
and thought to its development, and there is 
no reason why it should not be of the greatest 
practical value to the librarians of the state. 


SoMEWHAT akin to the Iowa project is the 
‘* correspondence course” planned by the New 
York State Library School for the coming year. 
The summer course in library economy, which 
the school also proposes to establish, is another 
move in the same direction —that of bringing 
at least the essentials of library training within 
the reach of those who are unable to take the 
long and more or less expensive courses at the 
library school or at the various training classes. 
To the librarians of the smaller town libraries 
and to many library assistants these courses will 
be of great value, and it is probable that the 
applications for admission to the correspondence 
course at least will largely exceed the expecta- 
tions of its projectors. There is a sufficient 
field for just such work, and the system of ‘*li- 
brary extension,” if it may be so termed, that is 
presaged in the ‘‘home courses” of the Iowa 


Library Society and the New York State Library 
School are among the most interesting of recent 
developments in the modern library movement. 

Cotumsia College has become the recipient of 
a benefaction that is fairly colossal in its pro- 
portions. President Low's magnificent gift of 
one million dollars for the construction of the 
new library building not only marks an epoch 
in the development of Columbia, but has few 
parallels in the annals of library generosity. 
Gifts of a million dollarsfor any purpose are few 
and far between—least of all are they usual 
during the lifetime of the giver. It is to Presi- 
dent Low’s wise and energetic direction that the 
rapid and sweeping advances which Columbia 
has made within recent years are largely due, 
and this crowning evidence of his devotion and 
generosity will cause his name to be held in 
grateful remembrance for generations to come. 
Nor will the influences of his generosity be con- 
fined to Columbia alone. His gift is not only 
to the college, but to the city as well. The 
library of Columbia College has always been 
conducted on liberal and helpful lines; in its 
new building, with full opportunities for develop- 
ment, expansion and systematization, there is 
every reason for it to become one of the most 
important factors in the educational life of New 
York. 


Los ANGELES, which for some half dozen years 
has ranked among the model library cities, has 
within the past month furnished us with a lam- 
entable instance of retrogression. The news of 
the retirement of Miss Kelso and Miss Hasse 
from the administration of the library that they 
have so long directed with skill and energy is 
not, perhaps, a surprise to those who have kept 
thoroughly abreast of library affairs. It is an 
open secret that for the past year or more there 
has been a strong political influence adverse to 
Miss Kelso’s continuance in office. The retire- 
ment of the former board of directurs and the 
incoming of a new body was the occasion fora 
reduction of salaries, solely affecting the li- 
brarian and the assistant librarian, which has 
resulted, as it was undoubtedly intended that it 
should result, in the retirement of Miss Kelso 
and Miss Hasse. Such apiece of jobbery merits 
the strongest condemnation. Miss Kelso and 
Miss Hasse have certainly earned claim to the 
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approval and support of their fellow-citizens. 
They were among the ablest library workers of 
the Pacific coast, and together they developed 
the Los Angeles Public Library from a condition 
of comparative insignificance into its present 
position as a medium of broad usefulness and 
educational force. Even setting aside such per- 
sonal considerations, the fact that the library 
should be crippled and its development retarded, 
even temporarily, for the gratification of politi- 
cal or personal ends, is not only discouraging 
from a library standpoint, but reveals a lack of 
public spirit that is distinctly discreditable to 
Los Angeles. 

A NovEL principle in library censorship is in- 
volved in the recent action of the Newark and 
St. Louis public libraries in removing certain 
books from their shelves for the avowed reason 
that the moral character of their author rendered 
them unfit for circulation. The point at issue 
is whether a writer’s personal morality or im- 
morality should be taken into consideration in 
the critical judgment of his books. Certainly, 
the objectionable private character of an author 
does not of itself make his works obnoxious, save 
when it shows itself in his writings. If the line of 
exclusion is to be drawn to bar books written by 
persons of unsavory reputation, there would be 
frequent gaps in the ranks of established classics. 
Yet, if this rule is applied to one writer, why 
not to others? It is not claimed that the books 
in question were immoral. They were rather 
uninteresting productions, which had never at- 
tained to any degree of popularity. Even 
though their authorship might awaken a tem- 
porary artificial demand, arising from morbid 
curiosity, their ostentatious removal from li- 
brary shelves seems a measure well calculated 
to heighten such curiosity and to lead to sales 
of the books among people who would other- 
wise have been unaware of or indifferent to 
their existence. 


Commnunications. 


TRAVELLING LIBRARIES FOR MICHIGAN. 


Tue L. J. isso closely in touch with general li- 
brary work that it is no doubt aware of the 
fact that the legislature of Michigan, now in 
session, has adopted the New York system of 
travelling libraries, the books for which are now 
being prepared in the state library. Through 
the kindness of the New York State Library I 
have been allowed to profit in the largest way 
by their experience, and I wish to express most 


gratefully the obligations under which I rest to 
Mr. Dewey and Mr. Eastman, for the unlimited 
and generous help which they have given me, 
without which it would have been impossible for 
us to have established the system in Michigan. 
Mary C. Spencer, State Librarian. 
Lansinc, Micu. 


OTTING'S “BIBLIOGRAFIA™ AND ROGERS’ 
“BIBLIOGRAPHY.” 


I HAVE just happened to place side by side 
the two works: Ottino’s ‘‘ Bibliografia,” 2d ed., 
Milan, 1892; and Rogers’ “ Bibliography,” N. Y., 
1891, with the following results : 

Contents: 1. Invenzione e progressi della tipo- 
gtafia. p.3. Chap. 1. Theinvention and prog- 
ress of printing. p. I. 

II. Illibro. p. 31. 

Chap. 2. The book. p. 32. 

III. Gli ornamenti del libro. p. 65. 

Chap. 3. The ornamentation of a book. p. 67. 

IV. La biblioteca e ilcatalogo. p. 87. 

Chap. 4. The library and the catalogue. p. 98. 

V. Note. (About rro titles bibliography.) p. 


157. 
Books of reference. (About 140 titles.) p. 149. 
Ottino’s work is 16°, pp. viii. + 166; Rogers’ 
is 8°, pp. viii. + 172. The latter, however, has 
an index, without which the pagination in each 
is identical; the difference in size results from 
larger type and wider margin. As to /gs., 
the Italian work has 17, the English 37, and 
they differ throughout. But this difference 
does not extend to the text, by any means. 
From p. 1-38 the English book is a good 
translation of the Italian, with the occasion- 
al omission or amplification of a sentence. 
Then there is an addition introduced as follows : 
‘* The abbreviations given are by no means half 
of those used, but have been selected from book- 
sellers’ catalogues which have passed through the 
compiler’s hands within the last six months.” 
The abbreviations are the four lists (Ital., 
French, Ger., Eng.) given by Outino arranged as 
one alphabet! Afier this the translation pro- 
ceeds as before, right on to the end of the book. 
The translator omits considerable material 
from chap. 1v.— which, I think, is due to the edi- 
tion with which the comparison is made — and 
even goes so far as to substitute Wheatley’s 
rules for cataloging anonymous works. 

The preface,” however, is original! — “ The 
following work, compiled from various sources, 
English and foreign, is offered as an introductory 
guide to the knowledge of books. It does not 
pretend to be a complete summary of that vast 
subject, but merely a key to open other works. 
Should it awaken in the reader a desire to know 
more of those friends of man, the aim of the 
compiler will have been accomplished.” 

If this is humility, to my way of thinking it is 
scarcely honesty, since the work is from begin- 
ning to end a translation, the original of which 
Mr. Rogers has not only failed to acknowledge 
in his preface, or anywhere else, but has witting- 
ly excluded from his amplified bibliography. 

FREDERICK J. TEGGART. 


Stanrorp University, 
California. 
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AN investigation into the subject of paper and 
ink used in the records of the Commonwealth, 
and areport made in their interest, led the presi- 
dent and secretary of the Massachusetts Library 
Club to ask me to speak to that club upon paper 
andink. I do not attemptany scientific presen- 
tation, but simply give the result of inquiries 
and experiments, reinforced by the testimony 
of paper and ink manufacturers, and in the 
matter of ink by well-known chemists. 

Not until we consider the important place 
paper and ink take in the world, and have taken 
since the earliest days, do we fully appreciate 
their value. Which is the more valuable, or 
was in one or another form first used, it is diffi- 
cult to decide, and there seems to be no reason 
for precedence in considering them. I will, 
therefore, follow the order on the announcement 
of the meeting and first take paper. 

My iavestigation in paper was, of course, di- 
rected towards writing paper, and for that reason 
I feel some hesitancy inspeaking to those whose 
chief interest is naturally in book paper; but as 
the two are somewhat related, though less so 
than formerly, I will take the general subject, 
and that is too large to more than outline. In 
considering the subject of paper it is not neces- 
sary to review the history of paper-making, 
which, unlike the manufacture of permanent ink, 
has been towards improvement. 

Paper has been made of substances too numer- 
ous to mention, which were susceptible of being 
converted into pulp. Bark, leaves, hay, jute, 
moss, nettles, stalks of all kinds, sea-weed, tan, 
canvas, carpets, and leather are among the sub- 
stances which have been used. A book printed 
in Germany as early as 1772 contains 81 kinds of 
paper. To-day rags, wood, rope, and paper itself 
are the chief substances used in this country. 
In England large quantities of esparto,a Spanish 
grass, are used, filling the place which wood takes 
with us. 

The rope paper can be dismissed with a few 
words. The genuine manila paper is made of 
old manila rope and is the strongest paper, but 
the amount of paper masquerading under the 
name is vastly greater than the genuine. 

Linen has become the name by which the best 
paper is known, but it is a misnomer, for there 


* Read at a meeting of the Mass, Library Club, March 
1, 1895. 


PAPER AND INK.* 


By Rosert T. SWAN, Commissioner of Public Records of the State of Massachusetts 


is no paper made wholly of linen except as it is 
made for special purposes, such as for bonds, 
etc. Paper made of all linen would be stiff, and 
as one manufacturer expressed it, “it would 
crackle like onion-skin.” In fact, a very thin 
paper is made called onion-skin. 

It is rather an amusing fact, and one showing 
how laws become obsolete, that for years until 
1891, when the law was repealed, the statutes of 
this Commonwealth required that all matter of 
public record in any office should be entered on 
paper made wholly of linen, when no such paper 
was made. 

The best paper is made of linen and new cot- 
ton rags in about equal proportions, sized with 
animal sizing or glue, and dried in the air. New 
linen rags are not desirable, being too harsh. 

The process of manufacture of rag paper, 
stated in a general way, consists in sorting the 
rags, cutting, dusting, boiling in lye, washing out 
the lye, reducing to pulp, bleaching, ‘‘ beating” 
the pulp to make the fibres interlock, loading with 
certain substances, sizing, coloring, and rolling 
into sheets. 

To cleanse the rags and bleach the pulp 
chemicals are used, and it follows as a matter of 
course that the cleaner the rags the less neces. 
sity for chemicals; therefore, with new rags, such 
as clippings of new cloth from factories of cer- 
tain kinds, the quantity of chemicals needed is 
insignificant, and these rags, having neither ab- 
sorbed much of them nor suffered from their 
action, make, of course, the best paper, for the 
failure to remove or kill’ the bleach would in- 
jure the paper and have a deleterious effect upon 
ink. The further, then, we get from new clean 
rags, the further from the best writing paper. 

In making book paper the newness of the cot- 
ton rags is not so important; in fact, the manipu- 
lation which the cloth undergoes in wear, together 
with the washing, makes it better in some par- 
ticulars for book paper. 

In the attempt to cheapen rag paper foreign 
substances, chiefly clay and gypsum, are added, 
and as there is no fibre to these, the sizing must 
be depended upon to hold them together. Very 
few papers are not somewhat loaded. Some of 
the loading substances help the finish. 

That rag paper, wel! made, is best for both 
writing and printing is not denied; but the im 
mense increase in the use of paper within 3 
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years was making such a demand upon the sup- 
ply of rags that a substitute had to be looked for 
or the price of paper would have been greatly 
increased even if the supply of rags did not fail. 
Rags are brought to-day from all parts of the 
world, thousands of tons coming from Japan 
alone, and use is found for them all, notwith- 
standing the immense use of their substitute, 
wood. 

It should be distinctly borne in mind that the 
wood papers are of two kinds, the ground wood 
and the chemically prepared; and of the chemi- 
ally prepared there are two classes, those pre- 
pared by what is known as the soda process and 
the other by the sulphite. In the nature of 
things, the grinding of the wood destroys the 
fibre, consequently the strength is gone and the 
paper must depend upon the sizing for its chief 
strength. The soda process is the older, and 
from the time it has been in use it is thought it 
will produce lasting paper, but no strong claim 
is made for the sulphites, as they are called. 

The ground wood paper is brittle and dis- 
colors quickly, while the chemical wood paper 
has greater strength and holdsits color. In the 
chemically prepared wood, the wood is disinte- 
grated without destroying the fibre. I say 
without destroying the fibre, that is, immedi- 
ately; but whether the chemicals will injure 
the fibre so that in time the paper will prove not 
to be as lasting as hoped for, is a question which 
time only can settle. 

Much paper is made of a mixture of the chem- 
ical wood and rags, and it is difficult to deter- 
mine the presence of the wood. The daily 
papers and cheapest books in the market are 
made wholly of the ground wood. 

Many of these papers are marked linen, or 
all linen; but when every manufacturer and 
dealer knows that all linen does not mean all 
linen, the marking of paper all linen is mean- 
ingless, and a purchaser must make his inquiries 
independent of the mark if he desires the best 
paper. 

The coloring of paper is done in two ways, 
either by coloring the pulp——in which case the 
color is in the paper — or by colocing the sizing 
when it is only on the surface, to be removed by 
an erasure. This is an important fact to be 
borne in mind. 

Papers are being coated for various purposes, 
notably for magazines when half-tone prints are 
to be used; and it isa matter of speculation how 
lasting this coating will be. It is greatly dis- 
liked by printers and is easily rubbed off. 


An unprofessional test of paper is difficult, but 
a simple test of repeated folding and attempt to 
tear in the fold will prove its strength, and by 
inference the presence or absence of good fibre. 

We make to-day as good, if not better, paper 
than the English, and the hand-made papers, 
unlike many hand-made articles, are inferior to 
the machine-made. 

Tosum up, it may be said that there is as good, 
if not better, paper made to-day than ever be- 
fore, and alsoas poor, if not poorer. The intro- 
duction of wood into the manufacture has revo- 
lutionized the business, but as time is needed for 
thorough tests, no one can positively assert 
whether the chemical wood, or esparito, papers 
are safe for records or valuable books, and it is 
certainly safer at present to adhere to the use of 
the best rag papers. In purchasing such the 
manufacturer must be relied upon, and a fair 
price paid for the best. 


Taking the second subject, ink, it is surprising 
that we know so little about it, and that more 
attention has not been given to it by chemists. 
Until about 1765 little had been done towards 
scientific study of the question, but at that time 
Dr. William Lewis, F.R.S., experimented with 
inks and came to certain conclusions which were 
found by later chemists to be erroneous. These 
later conclusions were in turn discredited, and 
in 1855 Dr. James Stark, who had experimented 
for 13 years, making 229 inks and many thou- 
sand experiments, concluded that nutgall and 
iron inks were the only permanent ones, and to- 
day it is conceded that no ink has as yet been 
discovered that can compare for permanency 
with them. Experimenters are stil] at work and 
are putting the results of theirexperiments upon 
the market for the community to find the worth- 
lessness of by sad experience, 

Let us first consider the kinds of ink, or ra- 
ther the classes, for of the many kinds they all 
belong to classes, which are few. First, as being 
the oldest, is the India or Chinese ink, which 
may be termed a paint, as it was applied with a 
brush. Whether the Chinese invented this ink, 
as claimed, or whether it was introduced into 
China, is a disputed point; but their process is 
a secret, and imitations of the ink do not, as a 
rule, have the blackness of theirs, the tendency 
being towards brown. The writings of the 
ancients were probably made with ink similar 
to India ink, lamp black and gum being the in- 
gredients; in fact, some ancient writers have 
mentioned the proportions of each used in their 
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manufacture. As India ink is no longer used 
for ordinary writing, it need not be further con- 
sidered. 

Next in order to the India ink probably came 
the iron and tannin inks, commonly called nut- 
gall and iron, as the tannin is usually procured 
from nutgalls. These inks may be said in gen- 
eral terms to be made of sulphate of iron and 
galls, and the oxidization of the iron in the paper 
is what gives the black color and permanency. 
These, as before stated, are permanent, if prop- 
erly made, and for years they were so made; 
but the extended use of ink, its varied uses con- 
sequent upon the changed conditions of society, 
the hurry of these latter years, the preferences 
of writers, and competition, have all tended to- 
wards degeneracy in the manufacture of perma- 
nent ink. 

The early inks were pale in color, and heavy, 
and attempts to make them of a more decided 
color and thinner led to experimenting. For 
coloring, indigo was first used, and later, other 
substances, but since the introduction of aniline 
dyes they are the most popular, as being thinner 
and cheaper. If the ink contains the proper 
proportion of nutgall and iron, the added color 
is not injurious, as, if that fades, the iron has 
taken its hold, and will grow black with age. 
The danger, as will be shown later, is in the in- 
troduction of color to the exclusion of the other 
ingredients. 

To overcome the heaviness of the permanent 
inks, and meet the demand for free-flowing ink 
for commercial purposes, the manufacture of 
fluids was commenced, which, although nutgall 
and iron, might have their permanency injured 
by the addition of an excess of iron. The excess 
of iron causes the oxidization to take place too 
quickly, and the ink turns black before it per- 
meates the paper. The recording officer who, 
by simple tests, would find many inks fugitive, 
is likely to be deceived in these fluids because 
they show the presence of the iron, but the fact 
of the excess of the iron is not known, 

A great advantage in the use of nutgall and 
iron inks is that, if faded, they can be restored 
by the application of chemicals, which upon 
contact with the iron will bring out the original 
color to a certain extent. 

The next classis logwood. The use of log- 
wood was probably commenced because it has 
a color of its own which has a tendency to dark- 
en the ink, and as it contains tannin and can be 
used as a poor substitute for nutgalls, it cheap- 
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nutgall ink to help the color. Logwood inks 


are never permanent. 

Next comes the aniline class, dangerous in 
the extreme, and unfortunately becoming alarge 
one. In speaking of aniline inks I cannot do 
better than to quote from the report of Prof. 
Markoe upon this subject: ‘* Since the introduc- 
tion of aniline dyes they have been largely em- 
ployed for the manufacture of ink, either wholly 
to replace the galls and iron, or as addition to 
them, to allow the use of only a little galls and 
iron. They are also mixed with other colors. 
Under the name of nigrosine (an aniline black) 
there are found a variety of very strong dyes, 
which are perfectly soluble in water, and which 
in the proportion of from 1 to 3 per cent., per- 
haps without further addition, represent fairly 
closely the commercial inks of this variety. Such 
inks are cheap, give an immediate black, have 
very little body, and are popular for use as sty- 
lographic inks. 

‘* Although some of the nigrosines are very 
resistent to chemical reagents, yet many of them 
are not, and do fade under the influence of light, 
while none of them have been tried sufficiently 
to prove their permanence. Another objection 
is their free solubility in water, which makes it 
comparatively easy to wash such inks from the 
paper, and allows them to runif accidentally wet 
Furthermore, they do not enter the paper as gall 
and iron inks do.” 

The carbon class is the last, and, strangely, 
it was the first, although in another form. As 
stated, the very earliest writings were made with 
carbon, and the later India ink was carbon, and 
liguid carbon inks are now being made. These 
have nigrosine for a base and carbon in suspen 
sion, but not in solution, for carbon has not yet 
been rendered soluble. The fact that it has not 
prevents the carbon from permeating the paper, 
and it is deposited on the surface from which it 
can be washed off with water. This prevents 
the use of the carbon inks where permanency is 
required. 

Of all the classes mentioned there are several 
variations. Substances are necessarily added to 
prevent mould, and combinations are made to 
produce effects which shall make an ink popular 
for general use. Persons having no knowledge 

of chemistry put ingredients together, and put 
them upon the market under names which mean 
nothing. They can be sold at a low price and 
have a short run, having more than likely been 
put upon pages which in a comparatively short 


ens the ink. It is sometimes added to a poor 


time will show no trace of them. 
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Persons are often deceived in the color of an 
ink. In ancient records inks that to the naked 
eye appeared brownish will, under the micro- 
scope, show a jet black, and any heavy line with 
alight ink will impress one as blacker thana 
light line with a black ink, until the microscope 
is used. 

Surprise is expressed that ancient records 
written before much attention had been given 
to the chemistry of ink should have been writ- 
ten with such permanent ink. It is fair to as- 
sume that if written to-day with the same inks 
they would not preserve their color as well. 
The paper was less highly finished and absorbed 
the ink better; quills were used, which made a 
coarser line than the fine pen used by copyists 
to-day; blotting paper was unknown, and all 
the ink remained on the paper; and lastly, 
there was not the haste everywhere that per- 
vades the community to-day. One of the old- 
est English manufacturers says: ‘* Much fading 
is due to the death of Old Leisure. Ink rapidly 
put on is as rapidly removed by blotting paper, 
and all the essential qualities are taken away.” 

It was formerly said that a good ink should 
show a lustre, and the statement did not need 
qualifying until aniline colors came into use, 
but now it becomes necessary to discriminate in 
the lustre. Most of the red inks on the market 
are aniline, and you are probably familiar with 
the lustre, changeable in different lights, which 
appears when those inks dry. That same ap- 
pearance always follows the aniline colors. 
The simple experiment of dropping the small- 
est quantity of red ink into a glass of water will 
determine the presence of aniline. If it is pres- 
enta beautiful florescence will appear, changing 
in different lights, whereas other dyes will dye 
the water the color of the ink added. 

There are inks and inks, and it is as useless 
to ask the general question, which has been 
asked of me time and again since my first re- 
port upon the subject, ‘‘ What is the best ink ?” 
as to ask an apothecary what is the best medi- 
cine. More useless perhaps, for many medi- 
cines, while doing no good, may do no harm. 
The other question, ‘‘Is A’s ink or B’s ink a 
good one?" is fully as meaningless, for A or B 
may make 20 kinds, or tro kinds under 20 
names. 

In procuring an ink you should consider to 
what use it isto be put. If it is wanted for per- 
manency in records, one class of inks is needed ; 
if for power to resist chemical removal, as upon 
checks, another class; if it is to be exposed to 


the weather, another ; and if especially for copy- 
ing, another, etc. 

Having satisfied yourself to what class the 
inks belong to suit your purpose (and as my re- 
search in the matter has been upon the line of 
permanency, I will assume that permanency is 
the requisite you desire), you can procure it of 
any of the older leading manufacturers if you 
will inquire of the manufacturer; not always, I 
am sorry to say, by depending upon the label, 
or the person who has it for sale. But you say, 
I do not like the ink recommended. Why? Be- 
cause it is not black at first? You cannot have 
a permanent ink that will be black at first 
writing, because the substances so far discovered 
which would make an ink black at first cannot 
be engrafted into the fibres of the paper. It is 
the oxidization of the iron in the nutgall and 
iron inks which turns the paler inks black after 
they are in the paper. Perhaps you do not 
like an ink that turns jet black, for, as a copyist 
recently told me, “ it makes the page too starey.”"* 
Then you must overcome your dislike, unless 
you desire a blue that will remain blue, for every 
other permanent ink must turn black. Great 
care should be observed in purchasing a blue 
ink, as only Prussian blue is permanent, and 
Prussian blue inks will decompose and deposit 
sediment. 

Or, perhaps your objection is that the ink 
does not blot readily. An argument for theink. 
It ought not to be blotted, but should be allowed 
to stay in the fibres of the paper, and none of 
the body of it, which is naturally the last to per- 
meate the paper, should be taken off with the 
blotter. But it corrodesthe pen, yousay. Per- 
haps, though not necessarily, this is a good 
quality, for the pen may be giving up just 
enough iron to help the oxidization in the paper. 
But it is none of these objections. It thickens 
in the inkstand. Good again for the ink ; the 
water is evaporating in the inkstand and the 
solid matter is being oxidized, and you may be 
sure the same process is taking place in the ink 
already put upon the paper. 

Perhaps you find none of the above objec- 
tions, but fancy another ink which has a shade 
of blue or green when it is first used. The 
fancy can be gratified without danger to your 
records, for the manufacturer has found many 
another such fancy, and has found that he can 


* This was changed by the Boston Hera/d to “ stary."" 
There is, probably, no such word as starey, meaning to 
stare, but I do not mean anything else, and starey seems 
to spel! it, 
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add a little color that will not injure the ink. 
This must be a little, however. 

You have seen specimens of writing made 
with the ink recommended as permanent which 
are fading. Some one was at fault, then, in that 
particular quantity, more likely the writer, who 
had watered the ink, or mixed it with another, 
or allowed it to freeze, or used too much sand ; 
but it was an iron ink, and application of chemi- 
cals would restore it, because the iron does not 
decay or evaporate. 

Having found the ink you are satisfied is 
safe, you ask the price, and object to that. 
There lies a great trouble that accounts for the 
multitude of poor inks upon the market. A 
large importer gave up the importation of an 
ink which had stood 110 years because the 
American public demanded cheaper fluid, and 
the American manufacturers of reliable inks 
have had to put upon the market fugitive inks 
to compete with cheap mixtures called ink. 

Now let us consider the ink you had been using 
with satisfaction. It flowed freely, blotted easily, 
if it thickened with standing could be thinned with 
water, did not corrode the pen, and was a good 
color which did not change. All excellent quali- 
ties for a commercial ink if you are an entry clerk 
writing at your greatest speed, or writing papers 
which will be valueless in a few years, but youcan 
find the market full of inks which will suit you 
just as well. It flows with the greatest freedom 
because it is made with an excess of iron to de- 
velop all the color possible in its fluidity, and its 
permanency is injured thereby. Its blotting 
quality has already been condemned. If it 
thickened water would thin it. If water was its 
base, and only enough was added to supply 
what had evaporated, it would not be injured, 
but if too much water was added it would be 
ruined, and if water were not its base the addi- 
tion of any would ruin it, because the addition 
of water hastens oxidization in the inkstand 
and impoverishes the ink. If the water was 
largely charged with iron or lime it would add 
injurious elements to the ink. It did not cor- 
rode the pen. This may or may not be indica- 
tive of permanency in an ink. If it corrodes it 
may be well, for, as stated before, the pen may be 
giving up just the requisite quantity of iron; or, 
on the other hand, if the ink is as fully charged 
with iron as it should be, the additional quan- 
tity given up by the pen will make the ink flow 
too freely and be less permanent. It was of a 


bright color and did not change after a time. 
The idea of any color for ink except as nearly 
The paleness at 


black as possible is modern. 
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first writing of the old English inks, which would 
turn black in time, led to the introduction of 
coloring matter, and probably without much 
injury to the ink until the coal tar colors came 
into use; but now the bright colors are looked 
upon with suspicion. 

Perhaps in an attempt to satisfy yourself you 
have experimented, and discovered that by mix- 
ing two inks you have found satisfaction. The 
chances are that the two inks will destroy each 
other by precipitation; but some one not realiz- 
ing the truth of the adage, that ‘‘ a little knowl 
edge is a dangerous thing,” might tell you that 
if the inks are all of the same class — thatis, of 
the gall and iron class, the logwood and chro- 
mium class, or the nigrosine class — they can be 
mixed with safety. Two logwood and chromium 
inks, the chromium existing as an acid in one 
and as a base in the other, may be so mixed as 
to precipitate all the coloring matter and leave 
only a colorless liquid above the sediment 
formed: or the mixing of gall and iron inks may 
give such another excess of either iron or tan 
nin as to make the mixture worthless. 

You say then, ‘‘ Where can we find a free 
flowing ink, jet black, non-thickening and per 
manent?” It is disappointing to have to say 
that no such ink has been discovered though the 
best chemists have long labored with the problem. 

Great progress has been made with aniline 
dyes, some having been discovered which are 
more lasting upon fabrics than the vegetable 
dyes, which heretofore could not be equalled, 
and it is not impossible that an aniline ink may 
yet be made which shall be jet black and perma- 
nent. The troublesome question which has puz- 
zled the chemists for years would then be settled. 

I trust the tone of this paper will not be 
thought pessimistic. Improvement is in the 
spirit of the age, and in paper and ink making 
as in everything else. But the improvements 
are to meet requirements, and the requirements 
to-day in business are to meet the demand for 
speed. Electricity is ‘‘setting our pace,” and 
appliances by which speed can be attained with 
the pen or the press, or by substitutes for them, 
are being crowded into the market with its 
sharp competition. Stamping, duplicating, pho- 
tographing, rapid writing, all at the least possi- 
ble cost, are conducing to put into the market 
materials suitable for their legitimate use, but 
wholly unfit for others, and the careful, con- 
scientious worker should value his work, and 
then have acare that he employs the proper tools 
with which to accomplish it. My hope isto im 
press upon such workers the need of such care. 
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ANOTHER CHARGING SYSTEM. 
By Nina E. Browne, Librarian Library Bureau, Boston. 


Or the varieties of charging systems there | attendant can at any time during the day write 
seems to be no end. The form here described | on the book cards the readers’ numbers and 
may be of interest to some of the JoURNAL | stamp the date. The advantage is that the 
readers. reader is not detained while a record, which is 

It requires a book card, a book pocket, and a | of no apparent value to him, is made. 
reader's pocket. The use of the book card and When the reader returns the book, he must 
book pocket is the same as at Newark and | get his pocket in order to begin the process over 
Salem. The reader's pocket, then, becomes the | again. The book, therefore, must be discharged 
point of variation. Instead of the usual card, | immediately upon presentation. The date on 
each reader hasa pocket of special design which | the book pocket shows in which tray the card 
bears the reader's registration number, his is. The special form of the reader's pocket 
name and address. makes it a simple matter to find the card, since 

The modus operandi is very simple. The | the cards cannot stick together. The card, 
reader presents his pocket with a call slip. | when found, is replaced in the book pocket and 
This slip need not bear his number or name, | the reader's pocket is returned to him. 
because the pocket will show these items, and The reader comes to the library generally in 
the chances of separation are slight. Persons | tolerably good humor, and is more willing to 
who use libraries where each call slip must be | see his book discharged, thus releasing him 
signed with name and address will appreciate | from all obligation, than to wait while an atten- 
this saving. The attendant, after finding a book, | dant stamps the date three times and writes a 
takes its book card from the pocket at the back | long number, as in many systems. 
and places the card in the reader's pocket and The work involved in sending out fine notices 
stamps the date upon the book, preferably upon | is also lessened. Since the reader's pocket bears 
the book pocket. The book isthen given to the | the name and address, the attendant has only to 
reader. copy. Inthe ordinary systems the name and 

At the end of the day these book cards, still | address have to be looked up in the borrowers’ 
in the borrowers’ pockets, are filed in book | register, which in course of time becomes very 
number order in a tray bearing the date. This | unsightly. 
arrangement of the book cards shows what per- The Medford Public Library is already using 
sons have the books, as well as the time when | this system and is finding it satisfactory. The 
they were taken and when due. If a record of | Forbes Library at Northampton is prepared to 
the circulation of each book is desired, the ' use it when the books are ready foe circulation. 


CARDS FOR THE ‘“ TWO-BOOK” SYSTEM. 
By GARDNER MAYNARD Jones, Librarian Salem (Mass.) Public Library. 


My query in the February L. J. has led toa | Hill, who have been looking into the subject on 
request that the answers be printed with my | their own account. 
conclusions. I have learned of 18 libraries | I started with an impression that one card 
which are using the ‘‘two-book"” system.| with two divisions would be preferable, but 
Four use two cards and 14 use one card.| have now decided that ‘‘ one card, one book” 
Of the latter, six use a card with two divisions, | should be our rule. The simplest plan is to 
** fiction” and ‘* other works,” and eight make | issue an extra card, not good for fiction, bearing 
all charges in the same column. Fourwrite the| the same number asthe regular card with the 
number of the book in the return column. The| addition of some simple mark, such as X or S. 
two Philadelphia libraries simply mark ‘‘C’’| The special card should also be of a different 
against the non-fiction date. This method ap-| color. 


parently allows of easy alteration by the bor- The reader should keep track of his cards, 
rower. The Otis Library has been using one| and there should be no more difficulty through 
card, but intends changing to two cards. their getting mixed than there is now with 


In addition to replies from libraries actually | several cards in one family. 
using the ‘* two-book ” system, I have received With the ‘‘two-book” system, as with the 
communications from Messrs. Carr, Cole, and/| single book, the only safe method is to keep two 
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accounis, book and borrower. This in olves | 
looking up two charges when the book is re- | 
turned, and therefore seems not feasible wher 
there is a larce circulation. 
The diversity of methods described in the 
‘ replies and the variety of opinions expressed 
' regarding their relative advantages indicate th 


in arriving at a 


| 
difficulty 
libraries, 


ind adopt a sysiem which conforms to 
, other details of its administration. 

Bavonne (N. J.) Free Public Litrary The 
method tollowed is the same, with one or two 
exceptions, as that adopted by Mr, C. K. Bol- 
ton in the B-ookline Public Library and de- 
scribed in L. J. 19 : 161 — 162. 

‘* No restrictions have been placed on new 
books. 

** A two-volume novel is counted as one 
book, 

**Only one card is used and is not divided 


4 for ‘fiction’ and ‘ other works,’ but all charges 
are made in the order that the books are loaned, 

** To distinguish fiction from other works, 
fiction is charged in blue ink, and other works 
in red ink with the date transposed. 

‘* The only difficulty experienced thus far is 
that occasionally a book is returned without 
the borrower's card, which has been left at 
home in the other book. Whenever sucha 
case occurs, the book is put aside until the 
card is returned and properly discharged. 
This does not take more than two or three 
days, as the borrower is requested to return 
the card as soon as possible. Since putting 
the foregoing into practice, I have concluded 
that it would be better to place the book in 
circulation at once, and to file in its stead a 
memorandum slip giving the necessary infor- 
ALFRED C. Herzoc. 


” 


mation. 
Boston Public Library. 


rial” the library has allowed two books ona 


‘* From time immemo- 


card, but until within a few years only one of 
them be from the same ‘‘hall” or 
branch. 

Three or four years ago the restrictions 
were removed, and at the present time two 
books, 
taken on each card. 


could 


either fiction or non-fiction, can be 

The only entry on the 

borrower's card is a repetition of the date. 
Miss Jenkins informs me that they find no 


difficulties in charging two books. 


One card with two 
161, for 


Brookline Public Lihrary. 


See L. J., May, 1894, 19 


divisions. 
a full description of Mr. Bolton's system. The 


best method for all | 
Each library must decide for itself | 
the 
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limitation of only one ‘“‘ new book” makes it 
apparently complicated, 

Concord Public Readers’ cards 
divided into two parts, ‘‘ fiction” and ‘‘ other 
works;” call-mark of book is written after 
stamped date of issue. When returned, the 
date is stamped over the call-mark. 


Library. 


Hartford Public Library. ‘* We prefer a second 
card of a different color, and add the letter A 
to the reader's number, instead of using the 


two sides of one card.” C. M. HEewins. 
Lancaster (N. Town Library. Same as 
Brookline. 
Miluaukhee Public Library. ‘* We use but one 


card, and do net divide the entries in any 
way. Miss Stearns saysthat the only difficulty 
is in an occasional carelessness at the receiv- 
ing window in checking off the wrong card, 
but that this does not occur often enough to 
make it serious.” TieRESA WEsT. 
New Haren Free Public Library. ‘* We issue an 
‘extra card’ to any holder of the ordinary 
card. The extra card bears the same number 
as the other card, with the addition of X. A 
record of the extra cards is made by marking 
an X opposite the borrower's name in the 
register of borrowers. This seems to require 
the minimum of labor in issuing and recording 
cards. The extra card is different in color, 
hence no mistakes are possible in identifying, 
even in the busiest times. 
‘I do not see any objection to our method.” 
W. K. STETSON. 
New York Free Circulating Library. ‘* For the 
two-book system we use a card similar to the 
one in use at the Brookline Library. We find 
this method very simple, and most satis- 
factory. 

‘*When we began, three years ago, to give 
out current numbers of the popular magazines 
we issued to borrowers two cards— one fora 
book, and one for a magazine. This, we soon 
found, added much to the work. Borrowers 
very frequently left one of their cards at the 
library, generally only for a day or two. 
Consequently it took a great deal of time each 
day to file these cards, and, as might be ex- 
pected, the majority of them were taken out 
again during our busiest hours at the delivery 


desk. This method we found decidedly cum- 
bersome. 

‘*Our borrowers also objected to the care 
of two cards.” ELLA M. SAUER. 


Newton Free Library. think the whole ques- 
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tion of one or two cards depends on the system 
of charging in practice in the given library. 

** Since according to our method we depend 
on the borrower's card, when the book is re- 
turned, for knowing the date upon which the 
book was issued, and 2d, since more than half 
our circulation is through agency-delivery, we 
find it almost a necessity to use two cards in- 
stead of one. 

** But where the date of issue is stamped on 
the book I should say the advantages of one 
card were decidedly greater than those of two. 

“ The chief objection to two cards, especially 
where you have a fiction restriction, is that the 
borrower comes with the card which has the 
restriction on it, and wishes for the book of 
fiction, perhaps assuring you that the book al- 
ready out is not fiction. Then again, two 
cards are an annoyance to the borrower.” 

E. P. THuRSTON. 


Otis Library, Norwich, Ct. ‘In my opinion 
one card for two books is probably more liable 
to lead to confusion than two cards for one 
book each, one being a fiction card, and the 
other a card for other books. Borrowers 
sometimes return one of the two books with- 
out a card, necessitating a memorandum slip 
at the desk. Then, too, in changing fromthe 
old plan, the habit of stamping the vacant 
space at the left is so fixed with attendants that 
mistakes are often made, and ‘ other works’ 
are charged on the ‘ fiction’ side. Both these 
sources of confusion would be removed by 
issuing two cards, which would, I think, mini- 
mize the chances of mistakes, though I have 
not tried it, but intend to.” 
JONATHAN TRUMBULL. 


Philadelphia Free Library. ‘** The two-book 
system is a successful development of the use 
of a free library, but 1 am convinced that mu: h 
confusion arises from the usegef two cards. 
I just adopted the practice of keeping the rec- 
ord separate [in two columns]. Amongst 
other evils this led to a great waste of cards, 
for many would fill up the fiction side whilst 
only one-third of the opposite column was 
used. I have therefore abandoned the prac- 
tice, and now when a book from the ‘classi- 
fications’ is taken out we write after the date 
‘C.’ This works admirably in itself and is 
also very helpful in reducing the percentage of 
fiction. All readers will have a story book 
but are very glad to have a ‘C’ book as well 
for more careful reading. 

‘* If two cards are used, readers perpetually 


leave one at home, and as often as sot bring 
the wrong one with them. This leads to fric- 
tion and bad feeling. I cordially approve the 
two-book system and believe the plan of mark- 
ing all on one card identifying those not f 
tion by ‘C* meets all requirements.” 

Joun THOMSON. 


Philadelphia Public Library. ‘In issuing two 


books on one card we simply mark a ‘C’ after 
the date of issue. When the nove! is returned 
the space that is blank is marked, and the space 
marked ‘C’ remains to show that the work 
still out is not a work of fiction. I chose ‘C’ 
because it can be made in shorter time than 
any other letter. We have had no trouble 
whatever in keeping the records correct. 

“*T would not advocate two cards because 
of the extra registration required. There 
would also be many cases in which the extra 
card would only be used once or twice and that 
much labor wasted.” T: L. MONTGOMERY. 


Quincy (111.) Free Public Library. “ One card 


only is used. No difficulty is found, for if the 
cards and books in a family get mixed, the 
book can be discharged from the date of loan 
stamped in the back. It was found best when 
two books outside fiction were given out to 
charge each in a separate column; then there 
would be no confusion from dating stamp 
stamping irregularly, and the fact that two 
books are out can be more readily seen than if 
both books had been charged in the same col- 
umn.” Joun G. Mou_ton. 


Reuben Hoar Library, Littleton, Mass. One 


card with date stamped twice if two books are 
taken, and call-number of fiction, or class-mark 
(Dewey) of others, written in return column, 


Tufts Library, Weymouth, Mass. ‘‘1 have 


tried the two-book system only a few weeks, 
but as the method employed works well, I will 
explain it to you. 

““So many of our books are sent in baskets 
to the different villages that of necessity two 
cards are needed. 

** Our stock of cards is large, so we use the 
same cards for the extra card, stamping them 
at the top ‘Special card. Notfor fiction.’ The 
extra card has the same number, thus doing 
away with the necessity of a second applica- 
tion. To avoid confusion, on the charging 
slip we add an ‘S’ (for special) to the card 
no., to be sure which book is charged on the 
‘ special card,’ for no one is obliged to borrow 
fiction on either.” 

CAROLINE A. BLANCHARD, 
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Watertown Free Public Library. One card. Date 
of issue stamped in blue and call-mark written 
in return column. Charge cancelled by date 
of return stamped in red. 

Wi!mington Institute Free Library. “ We sim- 
ply apply the same principle to ordinary cards 
that we have been using upon ‘ teachers’ cards’ 
(and in fact for any two-volume book); and 
we find that it works perfectly satisfactory. 
We could not be induced to use a second card, 
for people would be constantly getting them 
mixed, and so make us interminable troubles 
and disputes. 

“We use our borrowers’ cardsthus: Inthe 
‘Loaned’ space we stamp the date, and in 
the ‘ Returned’ column we put the accession 
number of the volume, drawing a line lightly 
through the number representing the volume 
‘not fiction.’ This is important. When the 
book is returned we stamp the date over the 
accession number, and this closes the account, 
The accession number is the surest perfect 
designation of the book, for in our system it 
can belong to but one single ‘ piece’ (volume); 
no other can ever get that number. 

**When we charge two volumes of fiction, 
each volume is charged on a separate line, and 
counts as but ‘one book’ in the two-book 
scheme.” A. W. TyLer. 


Henry J. Carr, Scranton, Pa., Public Library. 


‘* According to your note in L. J. you are in- 
vestigating the ‘two-book’ issue subject. 

‘““I have no experience of exactly that 
nature to report, but have had considerable 
in the matter of issuing six or more books at 
a time on teachers’ cards. Also (at St. 
Joseph), in making extra issues on all cards, 
for a small fee. In none of those instances 
have I ever found the least difficulty in get- 
ting along with one card in each case. 

“Just make the extra charges on as many 
additional lines of the borrower's card as are 
required for the purpose, and as many corre- 
sponding stamps in the ‘loaned’ column as 
there are books issued, and the deed is done. 

**It sometimes proves a convenience and 
safeguard to pencil the particular book num- 
bers in the ‘ returned’ column and then stamp 
over them afterwards, as each respective book 
is brought in; it is net actually necessary to 
do so in the book-slip charging method like 
yours, however. 

** As the cards are thus used up faster, you 
will find it desirable to have smaller spaces, 
and more of them, on each card, than has 
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been the case in the latest cards of the Salem 
P. L. that I have seen. Say like Stetson’s, 
at New Haven, or ours here at Scranton, 

‘*So much for the ‘technics,’ and now for 
the principle itself. 

‘Mr. Bolton last year, and Mr, Tyler this 
year, both urge the scheme very plausibly, 
but I am not a convert to it. I am not 
especially conservative, nor at all inclined to 
restrict the use of the library, but still, I fail 
to see the particular merit in holding out the 
idea that because people will read fiction they 
may, as a sort of premium, also take an ad- 
ditional volume of some other class. 

‘* According to my knowledge of readers’ 
ways, those seeking ‘light reading’ want 
that and that alone, asarule; and have small 
occasion for taking more than one book ata 
time, save to escape coming to the library so 
often. Those who take more to ‘ solid read- 
ing,’ on the contrary, frequently want more 
than one book at a time on the same subject, 
and justly so; and so they borrow cards of 
others in the family and of the neighbors. 

‘** Therefore, I think that if I were to try 
the ‘two-book’ system it would be prefer- 
ably under a rule that all cardholders might 
take two books at a time of anything except 
fiction, but only one of fiction, By so doing, 
I believe that we should be giving real en- 
couragement in the right direction, and not, 
as is possibly done under the other plan, 
merely tempting studious readers to take also 
a volume of fiction so as to enjoy full priv- 
ileges, same as others. 

** Access to the shelves is a far better sys- 
tem, according to my judgment, but that takes 
room and special provisions which so many of 
our buildings as now constructed cannot give.” 


George Watson Cole, Jersey City Free Public 


Library. ‘*‘ We have not yet adopted the 
two-book system, as we have preferred to 
wait until experience shall have settled the 
best method. From my present view of the 
case I should be in favor of two cards, purely 
from an economical standpoint. We pay for 
our borrowers’ cards, which are printed on 
extra fine stock, $55 for 10,000, 

‘* The two-book system on a single card, I 
think, would be wasteful for us, and with 
two cards I am inclined to think the standard 
reading or classed card would often be left at 
home, and the borrower would use only the 
fiction card,” 


Frank P. Hill, Newark, N. J., Free Publi 
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Library. ‘1 will give you some of the diffi- 
culties which seem to beset the path of any 
large library that attempts to introduce the 
two-book system : 

** One card — two books : 

**A — Receiving desk. — Trouble on the re- 
ceiving side of the desk, from getting books 
mixed when four or five are placed on the 
counter at once. Many books would be found 
without cards, and delay wou!d be caused in 
getting the right book with the right cards. 
This difficulty might perhaps be overcome if 
persons had to get in line as they do in banks 
before being served. 

** B— Delivery desk. — Confusion on deliv- 
ery side of desk, as only one book would have 
a card in, and as often happens, the books are 
returned by some one who would not know 
whether one or two books were wanted. One 
book having been charged, it would be neces- 
sary to hold it until the other had been 
charged before calling the applicant’s name, 
otherwise many books would be lying on the 
desk without card or claimant. 

“C—Registration desk.—1. As soon as 
one side of the card is filled out, both books 
must be returned before a new card can be 
issued. 2. In case of a lost card, the reader is 
deprived of both classes of books until the ex- 
piration of seven, or 10, or 20 days usually re- 
quired by libraries before issuing a new card. 

“ Two cards — two bovks 

‘*1, More danger of mixing the books and 
cards than when only one card is used, and, 
of course, as long as the difficulty continued 
the reader would be the loser, inasmuch as 
he would be deprived of his card or cards. 

**2, Should the reader report, accidentally 
or otherwise, the wrong card lost, he might 
be using two fiction cards, or two which would 
entitle him to books in both classes. Until 
both cards should be returned at the same 
time, the attendant at the delivery desk would 
not discover the error. 

** Possibly it is practicable to have a sepa- 
rate desk for readers using the two bocks, 
because it would always happen that some 
would not care for more than a fiction card. 

** In spite of difficulties, 1am going to try 
the scheme, and am greatly in favor (for us) 
of the two-cards system. For a large library 
it seems the best. One can readily see that 
difficulties might appear in a large library 
which would not be taken into account ina 
smaller institution,” 
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CO-OPERATION IN THE CATALOGING 
OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE, 

Tue following communication from the com- 
mittee on library of Franklin Institute, Phila- 
de!lphia, has been transmitted by the committee 
to the Royal Society of London, in reply to the 
circular issued by the Society asking comment 
and suggestion on its proposed plan for the com- 
prehensive indexing of scientificliterature. The 
circular of the Royal Society was sent out in 
March, 1894, and the communication of the In- 
stitute committee was made in the autumn of 
1894. 

October 8, 1894. 


To the President af the Royal Society. 


Sik: Your valued communication addressed 
to the president of the Franklin Institute, sug- 
gesting the desirability of international co-opera- 
tion in the compiling of a catalog of scientific 
literature, was duly laid before the Institute and 
referred to the committee on library with pow- 
er to act. In framing a reply, the committee 
finds itself deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance and magnitude of the problem submitted. 

Scarcely less evident than the value of a thor- 
oughly satisfactory catalog or index of the kind 
suggested is, in our estimation, the necessity of 
international co-operation in the work of prepar- 
ing it, and while, at this stage of the proceedings, 
we are not in the position to suggest a method for 


| carrying this into effect, we can hardly doubt 


that such co-operation is feasible. We are, how- 
ever, inclined to doubt whether even the co-oper- 
ation of the learned societies of the world would 
be su‘icient for the task in its entirety, and 
whether these societies would not find it neces- 
sary to call in the aid of their respective govern- 
ments. 

We feel that such a work, in order to fill the 


|} demands which even our present conditions 


make upon it, to say nothing of those ofthe near 
future, must be vastly more comprehensive than 
any existing publications of which we are aware, 
not even excepting the admirable work now being 
conducted by your own Society. 

To attain such degrees of utility, however, 
would require the expenditure of an enormous 
amount of labor; and it is, of course, of the ut- 
most importance that the work should be thor- 
oughly and wisely planned before any steps are 
taken in its actual prosecution. 

Your suggestion that the work begin with 
January I, 1900, seems therefore to be a very 
fitting one, though we would prefer January 1, 
1g0I, the beginning of the new century; for we 
believe that the time intervening between the 
present and that date will be found none too 
long for the necessary deliberations and for the 
perfecting of the arrangements; but we think it 
is earnestly to be desired that after the work has 
been properly inaugurated, it should be made to 
embrace all the literature which shall have ap- 
peared prior to the date named. 

One of the vexing questions in connection with 
such an undertaking is that of the frequency of 
the issue of the catalog. For use by active 
workers in any line, in these days of rapid prog- 
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ress, the catalog should, of course, be issued at 
short intervals, not exceeding, we think, one 
year, and the catalog for such a period should 
appear, say, within a month or two of the close 
of such period ; but this at once brings up the 
question as to how the various annua! parts or 
issues shall be arranged from time to time, in 
order that the seeker for informat'on may not be 
required to look through too great a number of 
issues. 

This suggests the advisability of maintaining 
in, say, a dozen or more of the principal centres 
of learning of the world a complete catalog in 
the form of a great card index, which could be 
kept constantly up to date and always perfectly 
arranged, and from which information could at 
any time be promptly obtained by correspond- 
ence. From this an abstract might be annually 
made for publications. 

Another serious problem is that of the best 
method of arranging the catalog. That a cata- 
log of authors’ names alone is thoroughly in- 
adequate for the purpose in view is, we think, 
self-evident, and it is our opinion that, in 
framing the catalog, attention should be given 
not merely to the titles of papers, but to the 
material contained in them, and that this ma 
terial should be thoroughly cataloged under the 
various headings which itembraces; for instance, 
a paper describing the construction of a bridge 
would almost necessarily deal separately with 
the foundations and with the substructure and 
superstructure, to say nothing of many matters 
of detail connected with each of these three di- 
visions; and very valuable experimental data 
upon such matters of detail must be lost to the 
profession if such a paper is indexed by title 
only. 

Another question, and one suggested by the 
desirability of publishing in such form that those 
portions of the catalog which pertain to any 
particular branch of. science might be obtained 
separately, is that as to the relative advantages 
of an alphabetical and of a rational arrange- 
ment. We believe that it would be found diffi- 
cult, if not impracticable, to adhere to a strictly 
alphabetical arrangement, and that the indexer 
always finds himself confronted with the ques- 
tion as to how far he sha! follow either one of 
these two methods. 

That the catalog should be so extended that 
it will cover not only periodical literature, but 
that appearing in book form, is, of course, most 
desirable, and it is to be hoped that the difficulty 
of doing so will not be found insurmountable. 

In the proposed catalog the titles of works 
would no doubt be given in their respective lan- 
guages, as in the catalog prepared by your so- 
ciety. This being the case, the question of lan- 
guages is, perhaps, a subordinate one, and one 
referring rather to the arrangement of the cata- 
log than to the titles included in it, 

In a strictly alphabetical catalog this question 
would scarcely arise at all, unless, indeed, it 


should be proposed to translate all the titles | 


into some one given language, which, we think, 
would scarcely be justified, as those who cannot 
read the title in the original would derive but 
little benefit from consulting the work itself. 
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Under the circumstances, this, our reply to 
your first« ommunication upon the subject, must, 
at the best, be tentative in the extreme, but we 
may at least express the hope that your sugges- 
tion may receive the hearty support which it 
deserves, and that we may be granted the favor 
of taking part in the further discussion of the 
subject. 

We are, with great respect, the Committee on 
Library of the Franklin Institute, of the State 
of Pennsylvania. 


| Signed. | W. P. TaruaM, Chairman, 


LAVISH GIFTS TO COLUMBIA 
COLLEGE. 

Art the regular monthly meeting of the trus- 
tees of Columbia College. held May 6, it was 
formally announced that President Seth Low 
had given $1,000,000 for the erection of the 
library building on the new site of Columbia 
on Morningside Heights. At the same time 
announcement was made that W: C, Schermer- 
horn, chairman of the board of trustees, had 
offered to be responsible for the erection of 
another college building —either the natural 
science building or any other building that the 
trustees might select —at a cost of $300,000 ; 
and that F. Augustus Schermerhorn had formally 
presented to the college the ** Townsend library 
of national, state, and individual war records,” 
together with the sum of $4000 to defray the 
expenses of indexing the collection. 

The library will be erected by Mr. Low asa 
memorial to his father, the late Abiel Abbott 
Low, ‘‘a merchant who taught his son to value 
the things for which Columbia stands.” In 
making his offer President Low stated that it 
was his desire that his gift should be made the 
means of extending college privileges to some 
of the boys and girls of his native city, Brook- 
lyn, by the establishment of twelve Brooklyn 
scholarships for boys at Columbia and an equal 
number for girls at Barnard. He also desired 
that eight university scholarships, to be known 
as the President's university scholarships, be 
established. To these wishes the trustees wil! 
ingly assented, and resolutions of appreciation 
and acceptance of the offer in its entirety were 
at once adopted, 

The plans for the library building of Colum 
bia were prepared in the autumn of 1804, and 
have already been described inthe JoURNAL(L. J. 
19: 379-380). The library isto be the chief 
and centre of the noble group of buildings with 
which Columbia proposes to crown its beautitul 
new site ; it was designed by McKim, Mead & 
White, and its cost was estimated, at the time 
the plans were made public, as about $750,000, 
President Low's magnificent gift will permit 
of its establishment on the broadest and most 
permanent basis, and will give to Columbia 
probably the finest library structure possessed 
| by any American university. Mr. Schermer- 
horn’s gift of another col'ege building leaves 
| three more buildings to be provided for—a 
dining-hall, a university theatre, and a gym- 
| nasium — and these the trustees hope will also 
| be erected by private generosity. 
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The gift made by F. Augustus Schermerhorn 
is as unique as it is curious. The ‘* Townsend 
library of war records,” as is generally known by 
librarians, consists of an immense collection of 
newspaper and other prioted scraps referring to 
the civil war. Its compilation was begun six 
months before the war broke out, and has been 
continued to the present time. The main work 
consists of 89 large ledger-like volumes of some 
600 pages each, or in all 53,400 pages, and 
213,600 columns, in which are pasted an enor- 
mous mass of clippings relating to matters 
and persons connected with the war. Cuttings 
from newspapers, magazines and printed ad- 
dresses, in fact from everything that gives infor- 
mation about the war and the actors in it, make 
up the ‘‘ records.” Must of the newspapers of 
the country have been searched, and every col- 
umn, paragraph or item that could give the 
information desired has been cut out and pasted 
in the ledgers. The resultis an enormous mass 
of information, otherwise inaccessible, but so 
cumbersome as to be absolutely useless had not 
the compiler furnished an elaborate key to the 
whole. This key Mr. Townsend has prepared 
in an ‘‘ encyclopedia,” comprised in 31 volumes 
of 1300 pages each, in which the clippings in 
the main volumes are summarized and grouped 
alphabetically according to subject, while refer- 
erces are made to the original clippings. An 
index to the “encyclopedia” completes the 
work, and this has not yet been completed, 
though its compiler has pledged himself to 
have it finished before June 1, 1895. The 
Townsend collection has been offered for sale 
forsome years past and its purchase by Con- 
gress has been frequently suggested. 


SIAMESE BOOKS FOR AMERICAN 
LIBRARIES. 


His Majesty Somdetch Paramindr Maha Chu- 
lalonkorn Phra Chula Chom Klao, king of Siam, 
in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of his 
reign, recently celebrated, has presented sets of 
the “ Tripitaka” to a number of American 
libraries. The ‘ Tripitaka” are the sacred writ- 
ings of the Southern Buddhists, and each set 
comprises 39 volumes, The books are printed 
in coarse Siamese type, on smoky Eastern paper. 
with paragraphs indented at the right-hand 
marein of the page, the lines reading from side 
to side, instead of vertically as is the case with 
Chinese and Japanese books. They are bound 
in yellow leather and inside the cover is an in- 
scription, printed in Siamese, English, French, 
and German, and surmounted by the Siamese 
royalcrest, stating that the edition was published 
by order of the king and is presented to the li- 
brary receiving it in commemoration of the 25th 
anniversary of his ascension to the throne. 
Among the libraries receiving the ‘* Tripitaka” 
are those of Harvard University, Drury Col- 
lege, Princeton College, University of Michigan, 
University of Peansylvania, and Detroit Public 
Library. 
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MAKING THE MOST OF PERIODICALS. 


Tue Los Angeles Public Library, in 1894, cir- 
culated for home use 10,475 copies of current 
magazines, forming 20 per cent. of the total 
circulation, Twenty-six of the leading period- 
icals are thus issued, from one to 26 copies 
of each being in circulation for a period of 
four days for current numbers and one week 
for back aumbers. Nor is *+¥ir usefulness at 
an end when all are no long aeeded for circu- 
lation. Miss Kelso says: ‘‘ The copies that are 
not needed for binding are filed away, some to 
replace worn-out circulating copies, while others 
are taken apart, the illustrations cut out, sorted, 
and mounted on gray bristol board, forming in- 
valuable collections of pictures for teaching ge- 
ography, history, literature, and mythology, be- 
sides being samples of the modern school of 
illustrators and artists. 

** The articles are sorted into classified groups 
which are sewed together, some for school, some 
for library use, some for the hospitals, etc. The 
comic pictures and advertisement pages are sent 
to the social settlements, and to kindergartens 
for scrap-books. For all-around usefulness, at- 
tractiveness, and satisfaction, the magazines 
which are duplicated for home use are unsur- 
passed. There is no trouble in securing volun- 
teers for the cutting of pictures, for collectors of 
like material will gladly exchange work for pic- 
tures. The report of the teachers on the use of 
this material in the school-room is a general cry 
for more.” 


THE LINOTYPE AT THE BOSTON PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY. 


Ir has been proposed to use the linoty pe for the 
cataloging of the library, now that it is safely 
housed in the new building. The Weekly Tran- 
seript says: ‘‘As soon as the new Public Library 
building on Copley square is ready for complete 
occupation, work will be begun, under the direc- 
tion of the trustees, upon the gigantic task of 
making a complete catalog of the books in the 
library, to be printed in bound volumes and 
offered for sale to the public. Of course, the 
work will be one of many years. It will be done 
by means of the Mergenthaler machines, or lino- 
types. The trustees will own these machines. 
and employ their own workmen to operate them. 
A room has already been set apart for this pur- 
pose —the large room immediately to the right 
of the Boylston street entrance, on the ground 
floor, adjacent to the bookbindery. 

‘** The linotypes which are to be used will be 
furnished with a much fuller case of types than 
that which suffices for newspaper work. This, 
of course, is made necessary by the greater need 
for variety in the types and technical signs 
needed. The most improved machines have been 
ordered, and it is expected that they will be in 
every way suited for the library's work. 

**The new system will be more economical 
than the present one, as well as more advanta- 
geous. The slugs which the linotype sets will 
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be filed away in alphabetical order, after the 
cards have been printed from them. Ina few 
months the cards for the card catalog will be 


thus printed, and the slugs filed away. In ayear | 


or two it will be possible to issue a complete list 
of all the books added during that period. At 
the same time the linotypes will be busy reprint- 
ing the titles of the main collection—all the 
books which have been added since the founding 
of the library. #hns the linotype catalog will 
be perpetually kep. ap to date, at the same time 
that it is gradually pushed back to include all 
previous additions. At the end of aterm of years 
a day will be reached when it will be possible to 
print the complete catalog of the entire library. 
There is no large library in the world which has 
succeeded in doing this in book form. That the 
library should own its machines and operate them 
on this great scale is the suggestion of Mr, Rich- 
ards, of the board of trustees.” 


AMHERST SUMMER SCHOOL, 


THe season of 1895 will open on July 1 for 
the usual session of five weeks, conducted by 
W: I. Fletcher, librarian of Amherst College. 
There are no special requirements for admis 
sion to this course, but applicants will be ex- 
pected to have had a reasonably thorough edu- 
cation, and to show some special aptitude for 
work among books. This brief course of study 
cannot be expected to fit one to secure imme- 
diate remunerative employment, but it will add 
considerably to the claims one can make for such 
employment. It is especially adapted to pro- 
vide persons already engaged in library work, 
but who have had no special training, with the 
means of improving their work and bringing it 
into accord with the well recognized standards, 
qualifying them at the same time for promotion 
to better positions. 

Instruction will be given daily (except Sat- 
urday) trom 10 to 12 a.m., in the form of practi- 
cal lectures by Mr. Fletcher, in which the whole 
field of library work will be gone over. The 
class will be furnished with necessary blanks, 
etc., and required to go through with each proc- 
ess as itisdescribed. The class will be conducted 
as one of beginners, no previous knowledge of 
library work being expected. At the same time 
care will be taken to make the work at each 
Stage so thorough as to be of use to those who 
are already possessed of the mere rudiments. 
Cutter’s ‘‘ Rules for cataloging” is used as a 
text-book, and intending members of the class 
will be supplied with copies in advance on appli- 
cation to Mr. Fletcher. The class will also 
meet afternoons from two to four o'clock, for 
practice in various forms of library work, ac- 
cording to the needs of the different pupils. 

The fee for this course is placed at $12.00. 
Special arrangements will be made to accommo- 
date any pupils who may wish to do more than 
that of the regular class, and additional tuition 
will be given at moderate rates. Full informa 
tion as to all details of the course may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Fletcher on application, 


American Librarn Association. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF A. L. A. 
AND L. A. U. RK. 

THE executive board of the A. L. A. sends 
the following statement of its action regarding 
a proposed international conference at Li ndcn 
of the A. L. A. and the L. A. U. K.: 

In the closing hours of the Lake Placid con- 
ference an invitation was received from the L. 
A. U. K. to join with them in an international 
conference in London in 1895. An intimation 
of this came by cable the previous day, and was 
laid before the association. A motion to in- 
struct the executive board to arrange for the 
1895 conference at some point accessible to the 
seashore, to be followed by an excursion to 
England to attend the proposed international 
conference, was voted down, and Denver was 
selected as the place of meeting for 1895. (See 
Conf. Proceed., p. 163.) When the invitation 
came, on the following day, a motion passed 
referring the matter to the executive board, 
coupled with instructions to say that the invita- 
tion had been received with pleasure, but too 
late to be accepted for 1895; that a large delega- 
tion have signified their intention of attending a 
meeting in London, if it can be fixed for 18g6. 
(See Conf. Proceed., p. 171.) 

In considering this matter the executive board 
Saw at once that it would be impracticable to un- 
dertake to hold successful conferences in suc- 
cessive years in places so distant as Denver 
and London. Few librarians could afford the 
time and expense of attending both. The 
result would be that Eastern librarians hav- 
ing in contemplation the London trip would 
not goto Denver; while librarians of the Mid- 
dle West who might go to Denver would hardly 
feel able to go to London the following year. 
Between this upper and nether millstone the A. 
L. A. would be a decided sufferer. 

Accordingly, it was agreed that in responding 
to the invitation of the L. A. U. K., while ex- 
pressing cordial appreciation of the same and 
regret that it could not be accepted, the sug- 
gestion be made that negotiations should be 
opened looking to the selection of a date for an 
international meeting that would be mutually 
agreeable to both associations, and that the 
whole correspondence be laid before the Denver 
conference. A letter to this effect was prepared 
and properly authenticated, and was'duly for- 
warded to the secretary of the L. A. U. K. No 
response has been received, nor any acknowledg- 
ment of its receipt. 

Thus the matter stands at the present time. 
The executive board will not undertake to ar- 
range for a London meeting in 1896, but will 
refer the whole subject to the association when 
it meets in Denver. If then the association 
votes for an international conference in 1896, it 
will do so with deliberation. 

(H. M. President. 

Executive FRANK P. HILL, Secretary. 
Committee, | Gro. WATSON CoLe, 7¥reasurer. 

| Mary S. Cut LER 2¢ ice-Pres. 
J. N. LARNED, ex-/’resident. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO A. L. A. CATALOG, 


At the meeting of the executive board in 
September, 1894, it was voted unanimously to 
make one of the features of the Denver meet- 
ing the discussion of a list of books, supple- 
menting the catalog of the A. L. A. library. 
Miss Mary S. Cutler was named as the chairman 
of a committee to have the matter in charge, 
with power to select the rest of the committee. 

It stands as follows: 

MAry S. Cuter, Chairman, 
J. N. LARNED, 
FREDERICK M.CRUNDEN 
G. THWAITES, 
Grorce T. Litre, 
GARDNER M. JonEs. 


‘New Dork State Librarp School. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL HANDBOOK, 


HANDBOOK No. 7 (April, 1895), issued by the 
University of the State of New York, may be 
called a manual of the Library School.’ It sets 
forth the relations of the school to the library 
system of New York State and to the A. L. A., 
describes its origin, object, and development, 
and outlines with some detail the course and 
expenses, preliminary examinations required, 
methods of study, credentials, and degrees. 
Announcement is made of summer and corre- 
spondence courses, to be established, it is 
hoped, in 1896, and intended to bring the facil- 
ities of the school to librarians and assistants 
unable to take the regular course. The sum- 
mer sessions of the school wi!l probably begin 
about July 15 each year and last four weeks. 
Fees will be only enough to cover actual extra 
expenses caused by the class. The correspond- 
ence course will comprise a definite outline 
of study and reading, to be pursued at home 
under systematic guidance, advice and criticism. 
In both these departments nothing more than 
certificates of time spent and work undertaken 
will be issued to students. 


State Librarp Associations. 


PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 

A spPRCIAL meeting of the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Club was held at Wilmington, Delaware, 
onthe afternoon of Thursday, April 18, 1895. 
The president, Mr. Thomson, presided. 

Mr. A. W. Tyler, of the Institute Free Li- 
brary, Wilmington, addressed the club on the 
subject of scrap-books., Mr. Carr, of Scranton, 
Pa., then showed various methods for filing 
clippings and scraps. A discussion on ‘* The 
relation of libraries to schools” followed. A 
pleasant feature of the meeting was the presence 
of a large number of teachers, 

The club regrets that the pressure of other 
duties compelled Mr. Rigling to ask to be re- 
lieved of the office of secretary-treasurer. The 
resignation was reluctantly accepted, and ‘* the 
thanks of the club were extended to Mr. Alfred 
Rigling for the very efficient manner in which he 


| has performed the duties of the office at a time 
when the faithful performance of such duties has 
materially advanced the influence of the club.” 

Mrs. Mary A. Resag, of the Institute Free 
Library, was elected treasurer, and Clarence S. 
Kates, librarian of Branch 5, Philadelphia Pub- 
lic Library, secretary. 

CLARENCE SEARS KATES, Secretary. 


JOWA LIBRARY SOCIETY. 


AT the last session of the Iowa Library So- 
ciety, in December, 1894, a paper was presented 
by Miss Esther Crawtord, librarian of the Sioux 
| City Public Library, urging the need of a defi- 
nite system of library work, and outlining ‘*A 
course of study suited to the needs of lowa libra- 
rians."”” It was voted, at the same meeting, that 
the course planned by Miss Crawford be acopted 
by the society, subject to a few changes, and 
that the system, as prepared, be put in operation 
for 1895, and, if successful, continued through 
succeeding years. The annual meeting of 1895 
will then be chiefly devoted to the consideration 
of the year’s course, and to the discussion of in- 
dividual difficulties. 

A printed circular has been issued by the so- 
ciety and distributed to all lowa librarians inter- 
ested, which sets forth, as follows, the need 
of the proposed course and what it is hoped 
may be accomplished : ‘‘ The importance of the 
detail work of a library can be justly esti- 
mated only by those who are familiar with 
it; those who have tested its possibilities. and 
are prepared to appreciate its demands. This 
work is quite as important to a library as is 
the mass of details appertaining to the con- 
duct of a commercial establishment to the busi- 
| ness man, and the necessity of applying to it 
the same systematic principles which obtain in 
the business world is self-evident. The various 
schools of library economy which have been 
established within the past few years in differ- 
ent parts of the country give systematic train- 
ing in details, the full courses covering a period 
| of two years. These schools are, however, for 
the most part, located in the Eastern states, at 
a distance from Iowa librarians which prac- 
tically precludes their attendan’e on account of 
the expense involved, even if the necessary 
time could be spared from their duties. The 
need, therefore, of some plan by which the 
librarians of Iowa may secure for themselves 
the necessary training within their own state 
seems unquestionable. The only question isas 
to the best method of reaching the desired result. 

** The library work of the state is growing in 
importance year by year. The standard of qual- 
ification is being raised, and the need of techni- 
cal training for the work is constantly increas- 
ing. The demands of the profession, the world 
over, are growing more stringent, and the libra- 
| rians of Iowa cannot afford to be found unpre- 
pared to respond to these demands. In the 
future, more than in the past, their tenure of 
office will depend upon the degree of their 
qualification. This is as it shou'd be, and is 
something in which every true member of 
the profession will find cause for rejoicing. 
The point now to be considered is, ‘ How 
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shall we best meet the increasing require- 
ments?’ The need of closer relations among 
the different libraries ot the state is manifest, 
as well as the necessity for specific training, and 
a course of study in which all the librarians 
are interested will furnish a common cause, a 
community of interest, which wili do much to 
promote the fraternal feeling that is so desirable, 
and which will contribute largely to the devel- 
opment of the library sentiment of the state. 

** The program of work for the next meeting 
of the library association is to be so arranged 
that one-half the time of the session will be 
given to a review of the year’s study, in such 
form that the proceedings will partake of the 
nature of a normal institute session. The re- 
view will be accompanied by exhibits from dif- 
ferent libraries illustrating the application of 
the various methods outlined in the course of 
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| arguments against 


study, and this will unquestionably prove a val- | 


uable feature of the session. There can be no 
doubt that such a systematic course of study as 


is proposed will prove of inestimable value to | 


every librarian who will take it up and follow it 
persistently.” 

Accompanying the circular is an outline of the 
year’s work. It covers ‘‘ Accession and ac- 


quisition” and ‘‘ Classification,” these subjects | 


being subdivided into selection and purchase, 
order department, mechanical preparation of 


books, and systems and applications of classifi- | 


cation. Under each subdivision the routine of 
study is briefly set forth. Carefully prepared 
lists of the ‘* General references absolutely nec- 
essary throughout entire course of study,” and 
the ‘‘ special references and supplies for the 
course of 1895” are given, with information as 
to where they may be obtained and their cost. 
Supplies that are ‘*‘ absolutely essential” are 
designated by an asterisk, but care has been 
taken to comprise only the most necessary aids, 
and to prune the list of all superfluities. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL 
FORNIA, 

Tue April meeting of the Library Associa- 
tion of Central California was held in the Court 
Room of Department 5, New City Hall, April 
12, 1895, the topic being ‘‘ Should the public 
have access to the shelves of the library ?” 

Before opening the discussion, President 
Rowell introduced Dr. E. R. Taylor, who made 
a short address, in which the advantages of 
organization for library workers were outlined. 
He spoke of the good to be derived from meet- 
ings where a general interchinge of ideas on 
the subject of library work could be indulged 
in. He dwelt upon the duties and influence of 
such associations, and advocated frequent meet- 
ings and a wider discussion of matters relating 
to library interests. 

President Rowell replied, thanking the trus- 
tees of the San Francisco Free Public Library 
for their courtesy in extending the hospitality of 
their rooms to the association. He compared 
the theoretical and the practical librarian, and 
made an earnest plea for co-operation and fra- 
ternity among those interested in the work. 

The discussion of the evening was then opened 
by Mr. Clark, of the San Francisco Free Public 


CALI- 


Library, who read a paper giving a summary of 
the question. He quoted from reports to show 
that free access to shelves had proved satisfac- 
tory in some instances, while in other cases it 
had been found detrimental. He showed that 
nearly all of the libraries of this country grant 
access to a few, and many to all, reference- 
books. In the libraries of the East, especially in 
New England, the conservative spirit which 
placesa barrier between the public and the books 
is still found, but in the younger cities of the 
West the experiment of entire freedom of access 
is being successfully operated. 

Mr. Harbourne, of the Alameda Public Li- 
brary, followed. He said that the principal 
open shelves are loss of 
books, displacement on the shelves, and added 
wear and tear of the bindings, but all these ob- 
jections are easily answered, and the advan- 
tages of open shelves are many and important. 
The stimulus given to young and old by the 
free handling of books is a great factorin edu- 
cational progress. The circulation of the Ala- 
meda library has more than doubled since the 


| shelves were opened to the public. 


Mr. Peterson, of the Oakland Public Library, 


| favored limited access, and described the meth- 


od in use at that library, where the books are 
shelved behind doors formed of wire netting, 


| through which the books may be readily seen, 


and gave an interesting account of the adoption 
and success of this method. 
Prof. Woodruff, of Stanford University, said 


| that the whole question seemed to depend upon 


| the point of view. 


We have inherited the idea 


that free access is not possible. He thought 


| that the line of progress should be towards free 


access until absolute freedom to the books, for 
all readers, was obtained. 

Mr. F. P. Allen said that the value of books 
was in the use of them, and ‘‘ he liked to see 
them wear out.” 

He considered every library a school, with 
each reader his own teacher. 

A general discussion followed, in which the 
majority seemed to be decidedly in favor of free 
access. A. M. JELLISON, Secretary. 


Librarp Clubs, 


WASHINGTON LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION. 

Tue seventh regular meeting of the Washing- 
ton Library Association was held at Columbian 
University, Wednesday evening, April 24, Pres- 
ident A. R. Spofford presiding. Mr. F. A. Cran- 
dal!, the recently appointed Superintendent of 
Public Documents, was elected a member of the 
ass« ciation. 

Mr. Spofford then read a communication of 
more than local interest upon ‘‘ Periodicals of 
the past in the District of Columbia.” The 
paper was printed in full in the Washington 
Evening Star in its issue of April 25. 

Last fall a committee of the association was 
appointed to consider the preparation of a union 
list of periodicals in Washington libraries. This 
committee, consisting of Dr. Cyrus Adler, Mr. 
W. P. Cutter and Mr, Oliver L. Fassig, submit- 
ted a report at the present meeting, favoring the 
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preparation of such a list, to include magazines, 
journals, newspapers and al! serial publications 
of learned societies and institutions, and those 
of governments. 

The first step towards the preparation of this 
list would be the transfer to cards of all entries 
which have already appeared in print in the vari- 


ous published catalogs of Washington libra- | 


ries. 

The committee recommended that the list be 
prepared on the postal size card of the Library 
Bureau, combined into one catalog, edited 
and prepared for printing. No definite system 
of title entry was recommended in this prelim- 
inary report. It was suggested, however, that 
each entry should comprise the title under the 
first significant word of the latest form, the 
place of publication, and the dates of publication 
of the first and latest volumes in the respective 
libraries. The association heard with pleasure 
from Prof. H. Carrington Bolton, who was pres- 
ent, that plans for a union list of periodicals 
were being discussed by the New York and the 
Philadelphia Library Clubs. Later it was an- 
nounced that a similar plan is proposed for the 
periodicals and serials in the Boston libraries. 
As the preparation of such a list for any of the 
above-mentioned cities would involve consider- 
able expense, and as much duplication of work 
would result in separate jists for each of the 
cities, some plan of co-operation naturally sug- 
gests itself. The scope recommended by the 
committee would include fully 8000 serial publi- 
cations in Washington alone. To print sucha 
list would involve an expense much too large 
to be undertaken by the association unaided. 

Prof. Bolton gave an interesting account of 
his success in co-operative indexing of chemical! 
literature. 

A circular letter from General A. W. Greely, 
chairman of the committee on the establishment 
of a free public library was read, in which al! 
subscribers were invited to meet at the home 
of the general on April 26, to discuss further 
plans for the proposed library. The letter stated 
that $10,000 have thus far been subscribed, to be 
paid in annual instalments of $2000 a year for 
five years. As this amount has been secured 
almost entirely through the personal efforts of 
General Greely himself, the establishment of a 
library to continue at least during five years is 
assured; a general canvass of the city will soon 
be made by a special committee. 

At the above-mentioned meeting it was unani- 
mously decided that steps should be taken to 
effect a legal organization, and that every effort 
consistent with the speedy opening of a library 
should be made to harmonize all interests looking 
to the founding of a library in Washington, and 
to utilize such other literary collections as may 
subserve this interest. For these purposes a 
committee was appointed, to consist of Gen. 
Greely, Judge Hagner, Mr. Pellew, Dr. Rey- 
burn, and Col. Colton, who are to report at a 
subsequent meeting, which all subscribers will 
be urged to attend. 

Mr. W. A. De Caindry was designated as tem- 
porary trustee to take charge of all cash sub- 
scriptions, Ouiver L. FAssic, Secretary. 


Librarp Economp and Gistorp. 


GENERAL, 


THE Bookman (N. Y., Dodd, Mead & Co.) in- 
augurates in its April issue a departmententitled 
“Among the libraries,” conducted by Melvil 
Dewey. It is devoted to brief notes on library 
matters, the first instalment chronicling the 
several new libraries established within the past 
few months. The development of the Crerar 
Library, and the plan for library consolidation in 
New York City are also noted. 


PusLic Liprary Systems of lending out and 
recording books” is the title of a four-page pam- 
phiet issued by the office of London, 125 Fleet 
street, London. It is a tabulated record of the 
metheds in use in 140 English libraries, arranged 
by name of place, and giving the librarian's 
answers to the following questions: Do you 
ipprove of all the borrowers having free access 
to the shelves? What system of issue and rec- 
ord do you use? What system do you consider 
best? Space is also given for ‘‘ remarks.” The 
figures were compiled as the result of the library 
controversy on “ free access,” waged during the 
year in the columns of Zondem, and in order to 
obtain a “‘ general consensus of opinion,” circu- 
lars were issued to librarians, directing their 
attention to the controversy, and asking their 
pinion on the subject. But 15 of those respond- 
ng express themselves in favor of free access, 
and of these 10 modify or qualify their approval; 
73 use an indicator, and find that method satis- 
factory. The objections to free access are many 
and varied, though some seem based on insuf- 
ficient premises. 


LOCAL, 


Belfast (Me.) F. ZL. (Rpt.) Added 456; total 
6560. Issued, home use 22,526 (fict. 56 %); 
reading-room use 1537. New registration 193. 

The circulation shows an increase of 1552 
over the previous year. Work on the catalog 
has been completed, the copy is ready for the 
printer, and it is hoped that the catalog may be 
issued within a few months, 

The librarian recommends that the public be 
given more time in which to use the library, and 
that cases for encyclopedias and reference 
books be placed in the reading-room. 


Boston P. L. Among the aew methods which 
have been adopted in the library is the ex- 
tension of the hours of opening. Heretofore the 
library bas closed at 9 p.m., but Mr. Putnam 
has decided to keep it open henceforth until 10 
p.m., although no books will be issued after 9 
o'clock. The library will also be open all day 
Sunday, and there will be no difference, as to 
circulation of books, evening hours, etc., be- 
tween Sundays and week-days. The beginnings 
of a juvenile department have also been estab- 
lished —in a collection of books and children’s 
magazines gathered in a room at the furtherend 
of Bates Hall, where ‘‘ without slips or like for- 
mality the children can amuse themselves as 
they please.” The routine work of the library 
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is by this time in good order, though the new 
delivery system of carriers and mechanical de- 
vices has caused frequent delays and some diffi- | 
culties in service. 

One department of the library that has been 
greatly improved since the removal is the Bates 
Hall reference collection. In the old building 
this comprised about 500 v.; in the new Bates 
liail 7000 v. are already on the shelves, and sooo | 
more are to be added. These will be arranged 
in classed divisions, and the collection when 
completed will be 25 times aslarge as the old 
one. 

Edwin A. Abbey's great frieze for the delivery- 
room of the library is already in place, so far as 
finished, covering exactly one-half of the space 
assigned for the completed work. ‘‘ It already 
absolutely transforms the architectural character 
of the magnificent room, and offers another of 
the several convincing proofs offered in the 
progress of the library’s construction as to how 
erroneous and misleading any judgment of the 
artistic nature of a work must be before it stands 
in completed guise.” 


Brookline (Mass.) P. L. (38th rpt.) Added 
1655; total 41,955. Home use 83,222 (fict. 45,- 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


713); lib. use 4203. New cards issued 788; total 
registration 6552. Receipts $13,597.57; expenses 
$11,686.45. 

The librarian’s report is an interesting sum- 
mary of the work done and the new methods 
inaugurated during the year. The children’s 
reading-room has proved useful and attractive. 
It was used by 9993 boys and girls, to whom 
16,671 v. were issued; ‘‘a record which proves 
how ready children are to find amusement in 
books and pictures, and to substitute for the | 
questionable influence of the streets the helpful 
surroundings of our public library. The num- 
ber of books allowed each chi'd is limited to two 
on any one day, to insure more than a wholly 
careless examination of the books.” 

The ‘‘ two-book” system was adopted early in 
the year, and its results have been entirely grat- 
ifying. The increase in home circulation 
15,318 more than in 1893—is traced to this 
change 

During the year the fiction department has been 
rearranged alphabetically by authors, and copy 
fora printed fiction-list has been prepared. ‘‘The 
shelf-numbers of over 30,000 cards have been 
changed and the cards put under the pseudo- 
nvms, where they are better known than the real 
names.” AA list of ‘‘ 100 good novels —-A-M” 
was issued in October; a list of ‘‘ 100 good books 
for boys and girls” appeared in December. On 
the *' picture board" —a companion to the bul- 
letin board — 28 portraits with biographies, 107 
other portraits, 22 criticisms, and 7 drawings, by 
Beardsley, Gibson, and others, were posted dur- 
ing the year. The collection of 15.000 pamphlets 
has also been classified and arranged, and will 
be cataloged by subject. 

Reference-books may be taken out over night, 
Sundays and holidays, by those whose work 
gives them little time for using the library, ard 
a ‘“‘special privilege slip” permits the use, for 
sufficient reasons, of more than the usual num- 
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ber of books upon a particular subject, for a 
stated time, provided the books are returned to 
the library if desired by others. Teachers may 
reserve, for school work, not more than 25 books 
a month ; these books are placed on special 
shelves in the reading-room for the children’s 
use. New books for children, excepting fiction, 
are kept on a special shelf for examination and 
selection. 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) Z. Ata meeting of the 
Brooklyn Board of Education on March 5, 
it was decided that the committee of studies 
ofthe board should confer with the officers of 
the Brooklyn Library, to arrange means by 
which the privileges of the library might be 
extended to the principals, teachers, and pu- 
pils of the local, high, and training schools. 
Such a conference was accordingly held, with 
the result that a favorable report was pre- 
sented to the committee on studies, and unani- 
mously adopted by the board. It recommend- 
ed that an appropriation of $3000 be made 
by the board of estimate to provide the privi- 
leges of the library to the teachers and advanced 
pupils. For this amcunt several hundred sub- 
scriptions could be secured, at, of course, a re- 
duction from the regular subscription rates. It 
is expected that only the upper classes in the two 
high schools and those in the training school 
will have the use of the library. The plan will 
not be put ia practice this year, as there is no 
money available; but it is hoped that next year 
the board of estimate will allow the small appro- 
priation asked for the purpose. 


Butte (Mont.) /. P. L. (Rpt.) Added 1849; 
total 17,312. Issued, home use 64,217 (fict. 
74.48 %); lib. use 36,069. New cardholders 
1934; total registration 3061. Receipts $19,- 
031.60; expenses $10,344.73. 

‘* Phe greatest single work of the year has been 
the issuing of a complete catalog;"’ this was se- 
cured at a remarkably small cost, by the insertion 
of advertisements, the catalog costing but $500 
for 3000 cloth-bound copies. 

‘** Besides the catalog, reference lists on vari- 
ous subjects have been printed in the local 
papers. which have been highly appreciated 
and extensively used. These lists have covered 
subjects of popular interest, such as finance, 
the railroad question, Thanksgiving stories, 
Christmas stories, Washington and Stevenson 
bibliographies, etc., while the Amaconda Stan- 

‘ard has printed a)l the additions to the library 
since the completion of the catalog. 

‘* Despite the great patronage the library has 
received, the indications strongly show that the 
success of the past year is only the promise of 
continued growth in the future. Ourlast month 
was our most successful month. And not only 
that, butthe issue of March, 1595, was over 70 
per cent. greater for home use, and nearly 20 
per cent. greater for library use than the issue 
for March, 1804.” 

Chicag Field Columbian Museum 1. ** The 
library of the museum is confined to the litera- 
ture of the various sciences and arts illustrated 
inthe museum. The aim, therefore, is to equip 
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it along these special lines, It contains also 
standard setsof reference works, encyclopdias, 
and bibliographic apparatus, as well as the re- 
ports, transactions, and proceedings of leading 
philosophical and scientific societies.” The li- 
brary at present contains about 8300v. Besides 
the main library, working libraries have been 
formed in several of the departments. The 
reading-room contains the principal scientific 
and technical reviews, journals and magazines. 
Books are issued to the public for reading-room 
use, and students are given access to the shelves, 
though the books ‘‘ are intended primarily for 
the use of curators of the museum.” 


Chicage. Armour Institute Theestablish- 
ment of “home libraries" in different parts of 
the city, on the plans originated by Mr. Birtwell, 
of the Children’s Aid Society, in Boston, and 
successfully developed in Albany, Philade!phia, 
and other cities, was taken up by the library 
class of Armour Institute, at the opening of the 
term in October, 1894. The class had the 
hearty co-operation and assistance of the Chil- 
dren's Aid Society of Chicago, which had at- 
tempted to organize such libraries in the city, 
but had been unable to carry out its plans owing 
to a lack of earnest workers. The method of 
establishing these home libraries is generally 
familiar in its main details. The first library 
sent out by the Armour [nstitute library training 
class was made up from over 20 lists sent in by 
people especially interested in childien’s 
erature. It included ‘‘Little men,” ‘* Little 
women,” Little Lord Fauntleroy,” ‘‘ Robinson 
Crusoe,” “ Fairy tales” of Grimm and Ander- 
sen, Brooks’ ‘Historic boys,” Eggleston's 
** Household history of the United States,” *‘ The 
water babies,” Hawthorne's ‘‘ Wonder book,” 
Andrew Lang’s “ Blue poetry book,” the ‘* Cent- 
ury World’s Fair book,” Miller's ‘‘ Little folks 
in feathers and furs,” and S/. Nicholas. The aim 
was to give at least one book each of history, 
fiction, biography, nature study, and poetry, and 
plenty of mythology and fairy tales, Eight li- 
braries have already been started by the class, 
and more are promised. Three of these were 
bought with money given by interested people, 
and the rest were formed from books gathered 
by members of the class and staff. Two are in 
the stock yards district, one on Harrison street, 
others on Milwaukee avenue, State street, and 
in Harlem, When the children of oneclub have 
finished the books sent them, the case is sent to 
another part of the city and one of the other li- 
braries is brought to them. There is a great 
demand for the libraries, and the work is only 
limited by the supply of books which can be 
secured. 

Cleveland, O. Home Lending L. Assoc. This 
association has been established in connection 
with the local Associated Charities for the pur- 
pose of developing a system of “‘ home libraries” 
similar to that conducted by the Children’s Aid 
Society of Boston. Seven libraries are now 
started and the work is already producing most 
gratifying results. 

Colorado Medical L. Assoc., Denver. At the 
second annual meeting of the association, held 


Jan. 7, 1895, a total of 1542 v. were reported in 
the library. About 50 medical periodicals are 
received. The Boston Medical Library has 
given to the association a collection of some 
5000 v. of medical journals. The secretary of 
the association, after briefly reviewing its history 
from its incorporation in June, 1893, says: ‘‘ An 
arrangement was made with Mr. J. C. Dana, of 
the Denver Public Library, whereby he not only 
provided shelf-room and the usual clerical care 
for the property of the association, but agreed to 
expend upon medical literature at least as much 
money as might be subscribed by the members 
of the association. It is to the wise and more 
than cordial support of Librarian Dana that the 
astonishing growth of the medical library is 


Concord (Mass.) F. P. L. (22d rpt.) Added 
1229; tutal 26,824. Issued, home use 25,295. 

The ‘‘two-book” plan is recommended by 
the librarian and formally authorized by the 
trustees; the issue of more than one book at a 
time is, however, restricted to adults, save ‘‘ at 
the discretion of the librarian.” 


Dover (N. H.) P.L. (12th rpt.) Added 1148; 
total 19,554. Issued, home use 54,187 (fict. 52 %; 
juv. 21%); lost 2. Reading-room attendance 
18,330; Sunday attendance 853. New cardhold- 
ers 500; total registration 7505. Receipts 
$3764.16; expenses $3647.02. 

Thecirculation of 1894 is ‘‘not only the largest 
circulation but the largest increase that the li- 
brary has ever known in one year,” being an 
average issue of five books to every inhabitant. 
The increase over the preceding year is 9440, 
and itis traced to several causes — ‘‘ chief among 
them, probably, the growing use of the students’ 
card among the pupils of our public schools.” 
Students’ cards” have been issued by the li- 
brary for the past two years, the system being 
essentially the same as the two-book plan, de- 
veloped later in other libraries. These cards, 
on which books other than fiction could be drawn 
in addition to the books issued on the regular 
card, were at first confined to persons pursuing 
special courses of study; but were later issued to 
all desiring them. Itis tothe general use of stu- 
dents’ cards among the school-children that the 
large increase in circulation is chiefly attributa- 
ble. The class showing most use by the chil- 
dren is that of U.S. history, in which 1743 v. 
were issued in 1894, as against 953 in 1893. ‘‘ In- 
deed, one of the most gratifying facts in regard 
to this large total gain in circulation, is the fact 
that it has occurred along the line of the best 
reading in the library, and that the per cent. of 
fiction, which the year before was 56, declined 
last year to 52, and juvenile literature from 22 
to 21 per cent.” 

The issue of current magazines has also proved 
popular and has increased the general circula- 
tion. 

‘One more plan which met with success was 
the Boys’ Club, which was organized last sum- 
mer for the purpose of interesting boys in the 
study of natural history. This club was com- 
posed of boys ranging from 10 to 16 years of 


age. They met at the library once a week 
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during the summer, looked over books that had 
been laid out for them, brought together a mot- 
ley collection of bugs and caterpillars, told what 
they had seen through the week, and took out 
books to read up various lines of animal life. 
The circulation of books in natural history dur- 
ing the two summer months of the previous year 
was 116. For the two months of last summer 
it was 209.” 


Evanston, Ill. Northwestern Univ. EXrcises 
AT THE OPENING OF THE ORRINGTON LUNT 
BUILDING, September 26, 1894. il. 


34 p- F. 

This handsome pamphlet’ contains the 
speeches and addresses made at the opening of 
the Orrington Lunt library building, of North- 
western University, prefaced by a description 
of the building. This description, together with 
Prof. Winsor’s dedication address, have already 
appeared in the JOURNAL (L. J., 19: 338 — 340; 
370-375). A view of the library and a portrait 
of Mr. Lunt are included. 


Glen Cove (L. J.) P. L. The Glen Cove Pub- 
lic Library was opened to the public on the after- 
noon of April 15. It was established, with the 
local school library as a nucleus, some months 
since, when a board of trustees was elected, 
and a charter obtained. An appropriation of 
$200 was voted by the citizens for the sup- 
port of the library and an equal sum was ob- 
tained from the state. Quarters have been 
furnished by the board of education in the west 
wing of its new building and shelving for 5000 
v. has been provided. The library will be open 
for the issue of books during the summer from 
2 30 to 3.30 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, and for reading and reference on such 
other days as may be found desirable. 


Harvard Univ. L., Cambridge, Mass. Much- 
needed alterations will shortly be begun in the 
present reading-rooms of Gore Hall, by which 
additional space will be provided for readers and 
accommodations for 130,000 books obtained. 
Early in the year the university corporation 
appointed Justin Winsor and E. W. Hooper, 
treasurer of the corporation, a committee, with 
power to act, in the matter of increased library 
accommodations. They have decided to make 
all the alterations in the reading-room, instead of 
touching the big book stack at the eastern end 
of Gore Hall. Thealcove partitionsin the read- 
ing-room will be torn out, and the great pillars 
which support the roof will probably be replaced 
by iron columns, A two-story iron stack, 14 
feet high, and holding 130,000 v., will be 
erected on the main floor, taking up all the 
space now occupied by the main floor of the 
reading-room, Upon this stack the new reading- 
room will be placed. The height of the new 
room will be practically the same as the old, 
for above the ceiling of the present rooms is a 
clear space of 15 feet tothe roof. This ceiling 
will be torn out. The new reading-room will 
be furnished with new tables and comfortable 
chairs, and will accommodate 250 readers, 
whereas in the old room only 150 can be accom- 
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modated. The new room will be better lighted 
than the old, for the ground-glass will be re- 
placed by plain glass, in larger lights. In this 
room it is expected to put 20,000 reference books. 
The plans for the alterations will be made by 
Shipley, Rutan & Coolidge, architects. One of 
the most important parts of the scheme, from 
the standpoint of the students, is the proposal 
to put electric lights in the reading-room, so 
that it will be open at night. The room will 
be accessible from the de ivery-room by a stair- 
case. 

It isexpected that these changes will be cov- 
ered by the funds now in the hands of the cor- 
poration. The alterations will, however, be 
only temporary, for even with the added shel- 
ving another five years will probably see the 
library in as congested and overcrowded a state 
as at present. The alterations will be begun 
at the end of this term, and it is expected that 
they will be completed by the opening of the 
next term. 


Lilinois State Hist L., Springfield. (Biennial 
rpt.) Added 4136; total not given. Miss Cleve- 
land givesacareful review of what has been ac- 
complished in the library during the year. She 
urges the need of organizing a state historical 
society for Illinois, and the advisability of a 
legislative provision authorizing the collection, 
printing and distribution of statistics and infor- 
mation relating to the state. The report in 
cludes a short history of the state and of the 
library. 


Kansas City (Mo.) P. ZL. The board of edu- 
cation accepted, on March 24, one of the three 
sets of plans submitted by the architects of the 
board for the new library building. The designs 
chosen call for a stone building 114 x 139, in the 
lonic style. There will be two stories and a 
basement, the latter to be used for bindery, 
storage, and heating purposes. The first floor 
will contain the women’s reading-room, men’s 
reading-room, school children’s room, libra- 
rian’s office, cataloging-room, and art-room. 
The stack-room will extend through both first 
and second floors, being three tiers high on 
each floor, and will have a book capacity of 
210,000 v. The special study and reference 
rooms will shelve about 10,000 v. additional. 
On the second floor will be the reference-room, 
rooms of the board of education, lecture-rooms, 
club-rooms, newspaper-room, and offices of the 
superintendent of schools. Work on the build- 
ing will be begun as soon as possible. 


Lancaster (Mass.) Town L. (32d rpt.) Added 
1115; total 25,320. Issued, home use 13,641 
(fict. .638 ©; juv. .o31 €); ref. use, no account 
kept. New cardholders 137 ; total registration 
1466. Receipts $1841.77 ; expenses $1841.77. 

Appended is a ‘‘ Catalog of books added to 
the library since March 1, 1894,"’ covering 72 p. 
In May, 1894, Miss Ella S. Wood was appointed 
librarian. 

The circulation for the year shows an increase 
of 1730 over that of 1894, a growth partly at- 
tributed to the two-book system, which hes 
been adopted at the library, 
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Littleton, Mass. Reuben Hoar L. (8th rpt.) 
Added 555 ; total ‘‘ over 6000 v.” Issued 6245 
(fict. 4155). Receipts 710.99; expenses 
$644.97. 

The two-book plan was adopted in the library 
during the year. 


Medford ( Mass.) P. L. (Rpt.) Added 1174; 
total 16,347. Issued 51,439, an increase of 
nearly 18% over the previous year. Receipts 
$5033.50; expenses $5030.52. 

Ihe most urgent need of the library is fora 
new building, or at least the enlargement of the 
present structure by the addition of a suitable 
annex. The charging system devised by Miss 
N. E. Browne, of the Library Bureau, in which 
a reader's pocket takes the place of the usual 
reader’s card, has been adopted, and will, Miss 
Sargent believes, ‘‘ be a great saving of time and 
annoyance.” The publication of a bi-monthly 
bulletin of new books is recommended. 


New Hampshire State L., Concord. An act 
passed by the legislature on March 27 provides 
that all books ‘‘which by authorship or by 
their subject-matter have any particular relation 
to the state” may be purchased for the state li- 
brary, “whether such works are technically 
classed as fiction or otherwise.” 


New York. Lenox L. (25th rpt.) Added 
4625; total (estimated) 86,000 v., 32,364 pm. 
The total number of visitors was 26,156, as 
against 20,225 in 1893, and 25,761 v. were issued 
for consultation, the latter figures showing an 
increase of 16,609 over the previous year. 

** Among the acquisitions of the year the most 
remarkable are the early American newspapers, 
of which over 45,000 numbers were received 
within 12 months, 19.000 of these bear dates 
from 1716 to 1800, including examples of nearly 
every important gazette of the Cwlonial and 
Revolutionary times. No other publications 
offer material so fresh and ample for illustrating 
the history, the social life, and the literature of 
the period.” A detailed summary and review 
of the newspapers possessed by the library is in- 
cluded in the report, and appendix B is a ‘*‘ year- 
list of American newspapers, 1704-1800.” 

Considerable advance was made during the 
year in the cataloging work, and various repairs 
and alterations were completed in the library. 
During the vear a distinct cataloging staff was 
organized, and what has been done in the way of 
providing a reference card catalog for readers is, 
perhaps, the most notable of the year’s results.” 


New York. Maimonides F. L. (Rpt.) Added 
1982; total 43,510. Issued, home use 41,852 (fict. 
-52 €); ref. use 17,878. No. cardholders 902. 

The library was made free to the public in 
January, 1894, but it was some months before 
the necessary changes in administration were 
completed. The change in the character of the 
library from a private society library to a free 
public library is by far the most important event 
of the year. A printed subject catalog is in 
course of preparation. 


Newark (N. J.) P. L. The two-book system 
was put in operation in the library early in 
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April. An extra non-fiction card is issued to 
every borrower desiring it, this card being 
colored yellow and about two-thirds the size of 
the regular card. On one side the following 
notice is printed : 

** No. — is entitled to draw from the Newark 
Public Library, Newark, N. J., one book (not 
fiction), or the second volume of a two-volume 
work of fiction. For rules regulating cards and 
books, see regular card.” 

It was decided that the plan of issuing a single 
card, ruled for entries of fiction and ‘‘ other 
works,” as is used in the Brookline Public Li- 
brary, would not be advisable in Newark, where 
three-fourths of the books drawn are novels, as 
the fiction division of the card would be ex- 
hausted long before the other column was filled. 


Newburgh(N. Y.)F.L. (Rpt.) Added 1122; 
total 19,665. Issued 70,910, an increase of 8105 
over the previous year. Expenses $3150. 

The librarian says: ‘‘ Many of the school chil- 
dren, by the advice of their parents and teachers, 
or because of an educated taste for better read- 
ing, are selecting books for home use which 
were formerly seldom sought for by the young, 
while cyclopadias, biographical and historical 
dictionaries, and other handy helps are in daily 
demand for consultation at the library building.” 


North Granby, Ct. Cossitt L, Added 188; 
total 2217; issued 3276 (fict. 55 %); no. card- 
holders 384. 

During the year the library has been made 
more attractive by the addition of pictures given 
by Mrs. Juilliard and Mrs. Dodge, of New York, 
daughters of Mr. Cossitt. 

Palo Alto, Cal. Leland Stanford Jr. Univ. L. 
The university library has secured the val- 
uable philological collection of the late Prof. 
Hildebrand. of Leipzig, at a cost of $5000, Be- 
sides its philological division, the collection is 
rich in the older German literature, in French, 
English, and Spanish literature and in Goethe 
and Schiller. 

Pawtucket (R. 1.) F. P. L. (18th rpt,) Added 
470; total 13,889. Issued, home use 55,37! 
(fict. 38,949); ref. use (estimated) 36,0c0. New 
cards issued 1187; total registration 9686. Re- 
ceipts $7200; expenses $7199.34. 

Mrs. Sanders urges that the existing methed 
of buying books only at the beginning and end 
of the year be changed to weekly purchases, 
thus bringing new books before readers while 
their interest is still fresh. 

‘* The increased circulation of 38 per cent. is 
evidence of the growth of appreciation of the li- 
brary; the circulation of 15,818 books on school 
cards shows the wisdom of allowing each school 
child to take a card, irrespective of age.” 

There has been a steady attendance at the 
reading-room throughout the year, averaging 
540 daily; this is largely attributed to the busi- 
ness depression of the year. In thisconnection, 
Mrs. Sanders says: 

** We learn that at the last conference of the 
A. L. A., the subject of newspapers ina reading- 
room was discussed, and by many librarians 
voted a nuisance on the ground that it brought 
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to the library an undesirable class of readers. 
If the library and reading-room are for the 
people, more especially for those who cannot 
afford the luxury of a private library, or in many 
cases even a newspaper, is it not an important 
part of its mission to help just such patrons to 


keep in touch with the progress of the world at | 


large? Our experience would incline us to in- 
crease rather than to decrease our list of news- 
papers. 


Pittsburg, Pa. Carnegie LZ. The library sub- 


committee on branch libraries has decided on | 


sites for seven branch libraries in various dis- 
tricts of the city. The sites, with one exception, 


will all have to be purchased, and the total cost | 
is estimated at $78,000. There is in al! $300,000 | 


to be devoted to the branches. 


ortland (Me.) P. L. (Rpt.) Added 
total 40,233. Issued, home use 87,767 (fict. and 
juv. 71.25 %); lib. use 28,259. 
1166; total registration 12,099. 


1781; 


** The vote granting special cards to teachers | 
went into effect March 1, and 42 teachers have | 


already applied for and received them.” 


The librarian urges the need of a new catalog | 


and of printed lists of accessions. Work on a 
card catalog, supplementing the last printed 
catalog — that of 1890 — will be soon begun. 


Rochester, N. Y. The work of altering and 
renovating the old Reynolds residence on Spring 
street for the housing of the Reynolds’ Library, 


was begun on April 1, and will, it is thought, be | 


completed by July. It is intended to adapt the 
building thoroughly to the purposes of the li- 
brary, with provision for future growth. The 


work of removal will probably be carried on | 


during July and August, and the library will 
reopen in its new quarters some time in the fall. 


Rutland (Vt.) F. L. A. (goth rpt.) Added 
520; total 8420. Issued 53,379 (fict. 69.40%). 
Books issued for school use Receipts 
$4617.58; expenses $2839.48. 

The circulation shows an increase of 7114 
over 1893. During the year the stacks and 
charging-desks have been so rearranged as to 
allow the public access to all shelves,except those 
devoted to fiction. 

**A club called the Art Seekers has been or- 
ganized in connection with thelibrary. Thishas 
for its main purpose the collection of fine photo- 
graphs and other reproductions of notable work 
for the use of the schools. Nothing will be re- 
ceived that is not intrinsically good; but it must 


2232. 


be remembered that a fine wood-engraving is | 
better than a poor etching or an inferior engrav- | 


ing on steel,” 


St. Louis (Mo.) P. F. L. (Rpts. 1892-1893, 
1894.) The report for 1892-93, being the last 
repor: of theold ‘‘ Public Library,” was prepared 
in the midst of the confusion and rush of work 
consequent upon the opening of the library as 


the ‘‘ Public Free Library,” and its issue has | 


therefore been delayed. In this report the 


president of the board of managers summarizes 
the events leading to the organization of the 
free library, the adoption of taxation for its 
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| support, and the transfer of its government to a 


board of directors. The librarian records the 
work of the year, during which 3097 books were 
added to the collection, making a total of g1,132. 
The issue for home use for the year was 190,557 
(fict. 46 %; juv. 14.7%); for library use 54,907. 
Mr. Crunden describes briefly the moving of 
| the books and the opening of the library under 
| its new auspices, concluding with a‘‘ Chronology 
| of the Public (School) Library.” 

The report of the directors for 1894, being 
the first annual report of the St. Louis Public 
Free Library, reviews the various steps of the 
movement by which the library was established, 
and briefly describes its present condition, Mr. 
Crunden in his report for the same year describes 
| the work of making the library ready for public 
|} use and explains the various alterations in ad- 
| ministration that have been adopted. The sta- 
| 


tistics of the report, covering the months of 
March and April only, show additions of 808, 
| and atotal of 91,940. There were 115 v. bound 
for the first time at a cost of $67.55, averaging 
| 59 cents per v.; 95 v. were bound at a cost of 
| $37.75, or 40 cents per v.; and 456 v. were re- 
| paired at the library at a cost of $35, or an aver- 
| age of eight centseach. There were issued for 
home use 11,428 v.; for lib. use 12,031, and the 
reading-room issue was 27,490. 


St. Paul (Afinn.) P. ZL. (13th rpt.) Added 
3434; total 38,389. Issued, home use 188,495 
(fict. 45.57%; juv. 27.32%); ref. use 66,674. New 
cards issued 5484; total registration 10,279. 
| Receipts $16,965.15 ; expenses $14,332.47. 

Early in the year two more rooms were 

| granted to the library in its quarters in the city 

hall. These were arranged as a reading-room 

| and a room for bound newspapers and little-used 

| books, and the extra space obtained has added 

much to the comfort of the public and of the li- 

brary force. Additional shelving gives room 

| for about 15,000 more v., which, at the present 

rate of increase, will give shelf-rooom for five 
years, 


Salem (Mass.) P. (6th rpt.) Added 2159 ; 
total 29,434. Issued, home use 112,349 (fict. 
80.85%); ref. use (issued on slips) 3780. Attend- 


ance at ref. room 6888. Receipts $16,453.50 ; 
expenses $11,926.68. 

The need of an enlargement of the library is 
more pressing than ever. ‘‘ The growth in all 
| classes has necessitated the removal of another 

block of books to the third floor, thereby in- 
| creasing the difficulty in prompt and efficient 
| service.” Present conditions also prevent the 
| proper development of the use of the reference- 
| room and keep the public from direct access to 
| the card catalog, which ‘' now contains at least 
| go,000 cards,” and catalogs every book in the li 
| brary by author, title and subject, with analytical 
entries of composite books, The trustees make 
an urgent plea for the extension of the building. 
Since the opening of the library, five years ago, 
only 15 books have been lost. During the year 
558 v. have been withdrawn. Mr. Jones says: 
| ** The withdrawals consist mainly of fiction which 
has been worn out in service. The almost uni- 
versal use of wood-pulp paper so shortens the 
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life of a book that replacements are much more 
frequent than would have been necessary a few 
years ago.” 

He suggests that a series of class lists be 
printed to bring all the books on a subject be- 
fore readers without the expense of reprinting 
the whole catalog, and recommends as the most 
useful lists those on fiction, books for young 
people, and history, biography, and travel. 


Troy, N.Y. Y. M.A. (Rpt.) Added 1168; 
total not given. Issued, home use 54,766; 
ref. use 18,019. Receipts $5399.97; expenses 
$4329.31. 

In January, 1894, Mrs. M.. E. Hart, of Troy, 
offered to build and present to the association 
a new fire-proof library building, to be a memo- 
rial to her husband, W: H. Hart. Her offer was 
promptly accepted by the association. 


University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Univ. 
Z. Added 5574; total, general lib. and three 
dept. libs. 92,228 v., 16,337 pm., 1000 maps. 
Issued 120,420; drawn by professors 5400. 

The catalog will, it is thought, be completed 
during the present year. The librarian calls 
attention to the need of better lighting facilities 
and ofalargerappropriation. The issue of books 
for 1894 was less than that of the previous year 
by 10,11§ v., and that of 1892 shows a falling off 
of 3518 from that of 1893. ‘‘ It must not, how- 
ever, be inferred from this decrease that there 
is a falling off in the use of the library. There 
is, on the contrary, a steady increase in its use. 
A few years ago, with a view of putting the 
student as quickly as possible in possession of 
the books required by him for his work, the ex- 
periment was tried of placing temporarily some 
of these books outside of the delivery-desk, 
where they were directly accessible to the 
students. As no objection to the plan appeared, 
and as some advantages were obvious, the num- 
ber of books thus placed has been increased each 
year. Lists of all of these books are made, and 
with these lists they are compared frequently. 
No books have been lost thus far through this 
exposure.” 


Wacker, C. Howard. The Boston Public Li- 
brary. (In New England Magazine, May, 1895, 


p. 259-272.) 

A description of the beauties of architecture 
and decoration of the library palace in Copley 
Square; illustrated with many good process cuts, 
after photographs, showing representative bits 
of the exterior and interior. 


Weymouth, Mass. Tufts L. (16thrpt.) Add- 
ed 882; total 16,163. Issued, home use 61,562 
(fict. and juv. 72.8%). New cardholders 321; 
total registration 7346. Receipts $3602.40; ex- 
penses $3546.10. 

During the year it was decided to issue two 
books — one not fiction—to all readers so de- 
siring. ‘‘ The circulation of the unbound num- 
bers of the magazines received by the library 
has been large during the year, and it is prob- 
able that the permission to borrow these on 
the ‘special card’ will considerably increase 
their circulation in the future. A bookcase 


placed in the delivery-room near the children’s 
table is kept filled, by the librarian, with juve- 
nile books of history, travel, and biography, 
magazines, and other good reading, to aid those 
who have no one to suggest suitable books in 
making a wise choice,” 

There are six delivery stations, through which 
28,683 v. were delivered to readers. 


Wilkesbarré, Pa. Osterhout F. L. The li- 
brary board has been obliged, much to its regret, 
to make a new regulation excluding children 
under 14 years of age from the reference depart- 
ment and the magazine-room after 7.30 p.m. 
The rooms have been so filled with a restless 
crowd of small children constantly on the move, 
that adults have found it impossible to read or 
study in any peace or quiet. So, as the grown 
people were conceded to have some rights due 
them, it was decided to limit the children’s time 
and give their elders a chance. — Lisrary News- 
letter. 


Wisconsin State Hist. Soc. L., Madison. The 
bill providing for the erection of a new library 
building for the society was passed by the leg- 
islature on April 18, in modified form. As 
amended the bill appropriates $180,000, instead 
of $360,000, in three annual instalments, for the 
construction of the building. The new structure 
will be a boon to the Historical Society, for the 
present quarters of the library are not only 
crowded to overflowing, but are decidedly un- 
safe. 


Yale Univ. L., New Haven, Ct. (Rpt.) Add- 
ed 7360 v. and 10,100 pm. 

The librarian says: ‘‘ For years past nearly 
one-half of the income available for the purchase 
of books has been contributed by the Phelps 
fund, from which the library has received $3000 
ayear. This fund has now been definitely ap- 
propriated to another use, and the library income 
correspondingly reduced. Even before this re- 
duction, a large increase of the library fund was 
felt, within the university itself, to be one of the 
first needs. Now that the want has been made 
so conspicuous, it Is reasonable to hope that it 
will rece‘ve from the alumni and friends of the 
university the attention which its importance de- 
serves.” The more important gifts of the year 
are summarized, and there is a list of the valua- 
ble collection of 15th century mss, and early 
printed books given to the library by W: Loring 
Andrews, of New York. 


FOREIGN. 


Birmingham (Eng.) F. Ls. (33drpt.) Added, 
ref. 1. 4600; total 123,962; added, lending Is. 8369; 
total 76,336. Issued, ref. 1. 377,302; lending Is. 
795,711. Total issue 1,173,013 (fict. 559,919). 
New cards issued 15,312; total registration 
29,077. 

An additional branch library was opened 
during the year, and another one is proposed. 
There are now, besides the reference library 
and the central lending library, eight branch 
libraries. 


Bodleian L., Oxford. (Rpt.) The additions ot 
the year, of 6856 v, and 9348 pamphlets and 
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parts of volumes, comprise many rare and curi- three lending libraries, one reading-room branch, 


ous mss. and gifts or purchases from Cuba, Cy- 
prus, Uruguay, Zanzibar, Likoma, Jerusalem, 
Beirut, Egypt, Siam, Corea, Mexico, and other 
quarters of the globe. Especially interesting is 
an almost unique copy, brought from Persia, of 
the Desatir, a Parsee work, written in a singular 
compound dialect. A description of the more 
important additions of the year is given, and the 
progress of the cataloging and indexing work is 
summarized. 

Freedom of access to the select library in the 


reading-room of the Radcliffe ‘‘Camera”’ has | 


been abandoned, in consequence of loss and 

damage experienced in spite of all possible pre- 

cautions. The books have therefore been trans- 
ferred to locked cases, and are issued only on 
special slips which are furnished to students. 

The financial statement of the library for the 

year is as follows: receipts £8318 gs. gd.; ex- 

penses £7951 I9gs. 4d. 

ITALY. A/inistero di agricoltura, industria ¢ com- 
mercio, Statistica delle biblioteche : parte 1 : 
biblioteche delle stato, delle provincie, deicom- 
uni ed altri enti morali, aggiuntivi alcune bib- 
lioteche private accessibili agli studiosi, fra le 
pia importanti per numero di volumi o per 
rarita dicollezioni. v. 1: Piemonte, Liguria, 
Lombardia, Veneto ed Emilia ; v. 2: Toscana, 
Marche, Umbria, Roma, Abruzzi e Molise, 
Campania, Puglie, Basilicata, Calabrie, Sicilia 
e Sardegna, Rome, G. Bertero, 1893,-94. O. 
The first part of a publication which will give 

full statistical and descriptive information as 
to all Italian libraries public, private, or belong 
ing to corporations and institutions. The first 
volume is prefaced by a list of Italian libraries, 
arranged alphabetically by towns,under the name 
of the various provinces. The “‘ statistice delle 
biblioteche” follow, covering the libraries of 
the various provinces included ; full tabulated 
statistics are given, followed by comprehensive 
descriptions of the libraries of the various towns, 
arranged alphabetically. Part 2 will extend the 
statistics to technical, nautical, academic, and 
private libraries. 


Liverpool (Eng.) F. P. L. (42d rpt.) Addi- 
tions, ref. 1., not given; total 106,540. Added, 
lending Is. 3169; total 65,267. Issued, home use 
543.001 (fict. 454,259); total issue 1,234,466. No. 
borrowers 12,590. 

The classed statistics of issue show that 26,667 
v. have been issued from the department ‘*Arts 
and sciences,” of which 8970 are volumes of 
music. ‘‘ Books for the blind have been pro- 
vided since 1857, but large additions are being 
made to the collection in the modern Braille 
type, which is now used for writing and reading 
purposes much more generally than the older 
forms of type. Moon's system is still greatly 
favored by the adult blind on account of its 
larger size, and as appealing more readily to 
their sense of touch when the tips of their fingers 
have become somewhat hard by work.” 

There are now besides the reference library 


and four evening reading-rooms. A fourth lend 
ing library is planned. The free lectures, given 
under the direction of the library committee for 
the past 30 years, have been continued with in- 
creasing popularity; there was an average of 
1240 persons present at each of the 48 lectures 
included in the last course. 


Toronto, Ontario, Can. Education Dept. L. 
(p. 153 — 156 of rpt. of Minister of Education of 
Ontario.) Added 935; total not given. Issued 
6604. A revised catalog of the educational 
works in the library has been completed, and 
will be issued early in the year. 


Gifts and Bequests. 


Hoboken(N. 7.) P.L. Ata meeting of the city 
council on March 22, a letter was read from 
Mr. Richard Stevens, offering to give, on behalf 
of his mother, Mrs. Martha Stevens, his sister- 
in-law, Mrs. John Stevens, and himself, a sum 
“* not exceeding $26,000, towards the erection of 
a free public library building by the free library 
trustees of Hoboken,” on condition that the city 
of Hoboken raise the balance of the necessary 
building fund and that the building also provide 
accommodation to the industrial education de- 
partment of the city. The library trustees have 
gladly accepted the offer, and it is probable that 
the library will before long have a suitable and 
much-needed new home. 


Westford, Mass. On March 13, Hon, J. Sher- 
man Fletcher, of Belmont, Mass., offered to pre- 
sent to his native town of Westford the sum of 
$10,000 to be used for a free library building. 
The offer was presented to the town council and 
enthusiastically accepted, the town voting to 
add $5000 to Mr. Fletcher's gift. 


Librarians. 
ANDREWS, Clement W., librarian-elect of the 
John Crerar Library, will not assume his new 
duties until September. In June he will make 
a tour of observation and inspection of various 
scientific libraries of the country, and will re- 
port the result of his observations to the trustees 
of the Crerar Library. 


BiceLow, Frank B., a graduate of Amherst 
College (1891), who has been reference librarian 
in Columbia College Library for the last three 
years, was recently appointed acting librarian 
of the New York Society Library, and entered 
upon his duties there on May 1. 


BLACKWELL, R. J., was on April 1 elected 
librarian of the new Free Library of London, 
Ontario, Canada. 

CouNTRYMAN, Miss Gratia, cataloger of the 
Minneapolis (Minn.) Public Library, has been 
given leave of absence to visit libraries in the 
East and investigate systems of cataloging. 


Dixson, Mrs. Zella Allen, of the University 
of Chicago, was, at the roth convocation of the 
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university on April 1, promoted from the posi- 
tion of assistant librarian to that of associate 
librarian. Dr. W: 1: Thomas, fellow in social 
science at the university, was appointed to fill 
the assistant librarianship made vacant by Mrs. 
Dixson’s promotion, and to have special charge 
of the bibliographical work of the department of 
libraries of the institute. 


Haines, Miss Estelle, superintendent of the 
reference room of the Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary, resigned her position on May 1. 


Hasse, Miss Adelaide R., assistant librarian 
of the Los Angeles (Cal.) Public Library, has 
resigned her position, her resignation going into 
effect May 1. Miss Hasse has accepted a posi- 
tion as librarian in the Division of Public Docu- 
ments, at Washington, and assumes her new 
duties there on June 1. Miss Daisy Austin 
succeeds Miss Hasse in the Los Angeles P. L. 


Keriso, Miss Tessa L., on May 1 resigned her 
position as librarian of the Los Angeles Public 
Library, which office she had filled for six years. 
This action on the part of Miss Kelso was the 
result of the recent change in the board of direc- 
tors, which occasioned considerable friction and 
a reduction of the salary of the librarian. She is 
succeeded by Mrs. Clara B. Fowler, a book- 
keeper by profession, who has had no library 
experience. 


Pennock, B. W., has been elected assistant 
librarian of the New Bedford (Mass.) Free 
Library, succeeding Mr. Gifford, who resigned 
to become librarian of the Cambridge (Mass.) 
Public Library. Mr. Pennock is a graduate of 
Amherst (class of '83), studied at Yale as a post- 
graduate, graduated from Andover Divinity 
School, and later entered the Amherst summer 
school in library economy. For the last two 
years he has been librarian of the Wakefield 
(N. H.) Public Library. 


Rytance-Coke. The marriage of Miss Ellen 
M. Coe and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Hines Rylance 
was celebrated on Thursday, April 25, at St. 
James Episcopal Church, Winsted, Ct. A re- 
ception for family friends followed at the house 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus E. Holmes, West Winsted. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees of the 
New York Free Circulating Library, held Feb- 
ruary 11, 1895, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

That it is with sincere regret that the board of trustees 
of the New York Free Circulating Library find them- 
selves called upon to accept the resignation of the chief 
librarian, Miss EF. M. Coe. 

That in parting with Miss Coe, the trustees wish to 
record the fact that while she began her work 14 years 
ago in two smal! rooms in Bond street, with hardly sooo 
volumes on the shelves, and an annual circulation of less 
than 70,000, we have witnessed an increase, under her 
supervision, to six successful libraries containing 77,000 
volumes, with an anaual circulation of nearly 650,000. 

That for the part Miss Coe has had in raising the New 
York Free Circulating Library to the third place in the 
United States, and for ber loyal and efficient devotion to 
the best interests of the library, the trustees desire to 
express their appreciation and to acknowledge gratefully 
the service which she has rendered to the public of New 
York. 


It was further 
Resolved, That these resolutions be entered at length 


in the minutes of the board, and that an engrossed copy 
thereof be sent to Miss Coe. 

STANLEY, Miss Harriet H., of the senior class 
of 1894-95 of the New York State Library 
School, has been appointed librarian of the 
Southbridge (Mass.) Public Library, succeeding 
Miss A. J. Comins, resigned. Miss Stanley 
enters upon her position in May. 


UpnamM, Prof. Warren, has been appointed 
librarian of the Western Reserve Historical So- 
ciety, Cleveland, O. 


WALEs, Miss Elizabeth B., a graduate of the 
library training class of Armour Institute, Chi- 
cago, was on April 20 appointed first assistant 
librarian of the Carnegie Public Library of 
Braddock, Pa., succeeding Miss Helen Sperry, 
who was recently made librarian. 


Cataloging and Classification. 


AGuILaR F. L., New York. List of biographical 

works, April, 1895. 44 p. O. 

Individual biography covers 30 pages ; collec- 
tive biography covers 14 pages. The subject 
of each biography is briefly characterized, as 
Albert, Prince (consort of Queen Victoria), 
1819-1861"; ‘‘ Agassiz, Louis (Naturalist), 
1807-1873,” etc. Dewey class and Cutter book 
numbers are used. There is but one column to 
the page, entries are generally title a-line, and 
the type is rather too ‘* solid” to be pleasant. 


Botton, C: K. Descriptive catalogue of posters, 
chiefly American, in the collection of Charles 
Knowles Bolton, with biographical notes and 
a bibliography, May, 1895. Boston, pub. by 
W. B. Jones, 166 Congress street. 16 p. D. 
pap., 25 ¢. 

An attractive little catalog, covering numerous 
examples of the work of the best known “‘ poster 
artists” of the day. Annotations give brief bio- 
graphical data as to the artists represented and 
a short description of every poster listed. Ap- 
pended is a bibliography of artistic posters com- 
piled by W. M. Stone (40 titles). 

Cornett University. Library bulletin, v. 3, 
no. 8, March, 1895. 

Besides the usual list of additions, from May 
to December, 1894, the bulletin contains a short 
(1 page) list of additions to the Rhaeto-Romanic 
collection presented to the library by Mr. Fiske 
in 1891. 

Detroit (Afich.) P. L. Bulletin, no. 6: books 
added in 1894. Detroit, 1895. 239 p. O. 
Similar in style and arrangement to the previ- 

ous catalogs of the library, and, like them, au ad- 

mirable example of the dictionary catalcg. 

Short titles. Date, size, and number of volumes 

are noted, and contents of composite books and 

of series are given. 

The Enocu Pratt F. L. has issued the first 
(April) number of a quarterly bulletin of acces- 
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sions. It is a 28-page classed list of additions 
to the central library, including works in the 
German, French, Spanish, and Bohemian lan- 
guages, and books for the blind. 


FIVE THOUSAND BOOKS: an easy guide to the 
best books in every department of reading; 
selected, classified, and briefly described by a 
corps of experienced editors, under the direc- 
tion of the Literary Bureau of the Ladies’ Hom: 
Jeurnal. Philadelphia, Curtis Pub. Co., 1895. 

72 p. D. pap. 

Essentially a ‘‘ popular” and trade catalog, 
but a well arranged one. It is classed under 
14 main divisions — fiction, folk-lore, biography, 
history, literature, fine arts, music, travel, 
science, useful arts, society, philosophy, religion, 
reference — with abundant subdivisions, En- 
tries are alphabetic by authors, except in the 


division cf biography, which is by subject. Fic- | 


tion has four classes, American, English, For- 
eign,and Juvenile — inthe first of which we note 
Norman Gale’s June romance" (!)—and the 
list is quite ‘‘ up to date”’ in its inclusion of re- 
cent books. Most of the entries are concisely 
annotated, and in addition fiction is character- 
ized by such abbreviations as adv.,” ‘‘ hist.,” 
“war,” appended tothe title. Especially note- 
worthy books are indicated by anasterisk. There 
are about 150 portraits of authors scattered 
through the text. Short titles are given and the 
imprint data include number of volumes, size 
publisher, and two prices — the advertised retail 
price and the “‘ special price” at which the book 
will be furnished by the publishers of the list; 
the latter is usually from 20 to 25% off. The cat- 
alog proper is prefaced by a list of portraits, an 
index of subjects, and an index of authors. 


FosTer’s MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists (Provi- 
dence P. L. Bulletin, v. 1, no. 4) for April re- 
late to ‘‘Napoleon Bonaparte,” covering his 
own writings, general and personal biographies, 
his family, early life and social connections, 
works on the Napoleonic period in European 
history, and Napoleon as a military genius ; 
**The Armenians ;"" and ‘‘ Portraits and por- 
traiture.”” This issue of the Bu//etin contains 
also an interesting article on the desirability 
of ‘‘A musical alcove,” and a special catalog of 
the collection of music possessed by the library. 
This catalog is liberally annotated, nonpareil 
footnotes giving concise biographical informa- 
tion about the musicians whose works are in- 
cluded. 

HARTFORD (C¢.) P. L. BULLETIN. v. 17, nos. 

1-2. April, 1895. 42p. 

Besides the list of additions from January 
April, 1895, there is a first instalment of a 
classed list of ‘* books old and new on sociology, 
political economy, etc.” 

The HELENA (Mont) P. L. Butietin for 
March (No. 13) contains, besides the usual list 
of additions, some useful hints on the “‘ careful 
usage of library books” and notes on standard 
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‘** bibliographies of American and English pub- 
lications,” including the American Catalogue, 
Trade-list annual, Annual literary index, etc. 
Jorpve.t, D., (comp.) Catalogue annuel de la li- 
brairie Francaise pour 1894: donnant la no- 
menclature de tous les livres francais parus 
en France et a l’étranger pendant l'année 

15894; 1° par ordre alphabetique des noms 

d’auteurs; 2° par ordre alphabetique des titres; 

suivie d'une table alphabetique des matiéres. 
2° année. Paris, Per Lamm (Librarie Nilsson), 

1895. 256 p. O. 

The New York Association has 
issued, through its secretary, W: R. Eastman, 
of the New York State Library, a leaflet setting 
forth the results of the vote on the best 25 books 
of 1894, taken by librarians of New York and 
other states, at the request of the association. 
The 25 books selected as the ‘* best” were given 
in the April issue of the L. J. (20: 124); in the 
pamphlet they are repeated, and the other books 
receiving one or more votes are given. There 
are 199 titles exclusive of the first 25. 


The Newark (VV. /.) P. L. News for April 
contains, besides the usual list of new books 
added, a special reading liston ‘* Forestry, trees 
and Arbor-day,” including books and magazine 
articles. 


The ( .Jass.) P. L. for April 
devotes its usual ‘‘special reading list” to 
** French literature,” covering well-known books 
in English upon the subject. 


The SKANDINAVISK ANTIQUARIAT, of Copen- 
hagen, has issued two catalogs, one of ‘* books 
printed in Iceland from A.D, 1584 to 1844,” the 
other of ‘‘ the more important books published 
in Denmark and Norway during 1894." The 
former is a chronological list, arranged by the 
nxae of the town in which the books were 
printed, and including an author-index. The 
list of beoks of 1894 is classed by subject, and 
entries are alphabetical. 

The SprinGrietp ( Mass.) L. BuLietin for 
March contains a list of ‘* books relating to the 
French Revolution, Consulate, and First Em 
pire”; also a short list of novels and tales on 
the same subject. 

FULL NAMI 
The following are supplied by llarvard College Library 

Bebb, Michael Schuck ( Notes on North Ameri- 
can willows); 

Davenport, G: E: ( Filices Mexicana); 

Dockham, Alice Clarke, and Gerrish, Lucy 
Frances (Sunday helps for litt'e people); 

Hamilton, J: Taylor, jotut-author (A history 
of the reformed church, Dutch, efc.); 

Hicks, Gilbert H: (Nourishment of the em- 
bryo and importance of the endosperm in 
viviparous mangrove plants); 

Lloyd, Curtis Gates (Catalogue of books re- 
lating to the flora of Europe contained in {his} 
botanical library); 
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McGuire, Joseph Deakins (The stone ham- 
mer and its various uses); 

Pammel, L: Herman, and Stewart, Fred Carl- 
ton (The influence of fungicides upon the ger- 
mination of seeds); 

Plummer, M.. Wright (Hints to small li- 
braries); 

Sheffeld, C: Arthur, editor (The history of 
Florence, Mass.); 

Willard, Joseph A: (Half a century with 
judges and lawyers. 


Bibliografp. 


BistiocraArnie, Allgemeine, der Staats- u. 
Rechtswissenschaften. Ubersichtder auf die- 
sen Gebieten im deutschen u. ausliindischen 
Buchhandel neu erschienenen Litteratur. He- 
rausgeber: O. Miihlbrecht. Jahrg. 28: 1895. 
Berlin, Puttkammer & Miihlbrecht. 1895. 8°, 
5m. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE anatomique. Revue des travaux 

en langue francaise. Anatomie, histologie, 

embryologie, anthropologie. Année 1895. 

Paris, Berger-Levrault & Cie, 1895. 10 fr. 


Tue RBookbuyer for May contains the first in- 
stalment of a ‘‘ Bibliography of the original edi- 
tions of the works of John Greenleaf Whittier,” 
compiled by E: H. Bierstadt. This is said to 
be the first detailed and comprehensive bibli- 
ography of Whittier; descriptive notes are ap- 
pended, and the compilation is a careful and use- 
ful piece of work. It will be completed in four 
instalments, and will be followed by bibliogra- 
phies of James Russell Lowell, Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne, Robert Louis Stevenson, and other au- 
thors whose works are of interest to collectors. 
BrecKENBRIDGE, Roeliff Morton. The Cana- 

dian banking system, 1817-1890. N .Y., pub- 

lished for the Am. Economic Assoc. by Mac- 
millan & Co. [1895.] ¢. 2-476p.O. (Pub- 

lications of the society, v. 10, nos. 1, 2, 3,) 

pap., $1.50. 

Contains a 6-p. bibliography of works con- 
sulted. 

Brivois, J. Essai de bibliographie des ccuvres 
de M. Alphonse Daudet avec fragments iné- 
dits. Paris, L. Conquet, 1895. 143 p. 8°, 10 fr. 


DitcurieL_p, P, H. Books fatal to their authors, 
N. Y., A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1895. 20+ 
233 p. S. (Booklover’s lib.) cl., $1.25. 
Describes nearly 200 books which caused their 

authors to be persecuted for heresy, laxity of 

morals, rebellion, etc. 

Greene, F: D: The Armenian crisis in Tur- 

key; the massacre of 1894, its antecedents and 


its significance; introd. by Rev. Josiah Strong. 
N. Y., G: P. Putnam’s Sons, 1895. c. 17+ 
180 p. il. por. maps, D. cl., $1 ; pap., 60c. 
Contains a 4-p. bibliography of the subject. 


Gruet, L. La rose d’or: une auberge d’ouvri- 
ers relieurs au xviii. siécle (1714-1780). 
Paris, Techener. 16 p. 8°. 

‘* INDIAN BrBLIoGRAPHIES” is the subject of 

a series of articles by R: R, Elliott, appearing 
in the American Catholic Quarterly Review. The 
third paper, in the April issue of the Review, 
narrates briefly the history of the Puritan 
missions in New England, and records, with 
considerable bibliographical detail, the various 
known editions of Eliot’s Bible, early Indian 
grammars, catechisms, and publications relat- 
ing to the Indians of New England. Frequent 
reference is made to Pilling’s ‘ Bibliography 
of the Algonquin language.” 

Lanocmutr, A. C. Index to the literature of 
didymium, 1842-1893. Washington, Smith- 
sonian Institution, 1894. 20 p. O. (Smithso- 
nian miscellaneous collections, v. 38, no. 972.) 
Recommended to the Institution for publica- 

tion by the committee of the A. A. A. S. having 

charge of the indexing chemical literature. Ar- 
ranged chronologically, with author index ap- 
pended. 

MacDona.p, Arthur. Abnormal man: essays 
on education and crime and related subjects ; 
with digests of literature and a bibliography. 
Wash., D. C., W. H. Lowdermilk & Co., 1895. 
445 p. 8°, $2. 

Formerly issued (in 1893) by the Government 

Printing Office. 


McLeop, H., endothers. Bibliography of spec- 


troscopy. (Brit. Assoc. for Advancement of 
Science, rpt., 1894, p. 161 — 236.) 


MADAN, Falconer, The early Oxford press: a 
bibliography of printing and publishing at 
Oxford, 1468 — 1640; with notes, appendixes, 
and illustrations. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 
1895. pls. 365 p. 8°, 18s. 


Macee, W. H. Indexes to the literature of 
cerium and lanthanum. Wash., Smithsonian 
Institution, 1895. 43 p. O. (Smithsonian mis- 
cellaneous collections, no. 971.) 


Musser, Alfred de. Aselection from the poetry 
and comedies of Alfred de Musset; ed., with 
introd. and notes, by L. Oscar Kuhns. Bost., 
Ginn & Co., 1895. c. 27+289 p. por. D. 
(Internat. mod. lang. ser.) cl., go c. 

Contains a short bibliography (2', p.) of De 


Musset’s works and works about him, 
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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 


(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 


Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promptly, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes. Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Library of Congress, Washington, Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, Johns Hopkins University. 
and Quebec. Philadelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. Peabody Institute, Baltimore, 
Boston Public Library. University of Pennsylvania. 


Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can. 

Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn, 
Cornell University. Yale University. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 


BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. Imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for General Library Use. Pamphiets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books In Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapi- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied in 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faitnfulness to the interests of 
his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
ey omy ims ae | supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen’s London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. 

** We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
eats shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish Books."’"—Presipent /Jowa State Agricultural College. 

“*No better indorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the oid and made new patrons. The very large 
business built up demands only a small commission instead of the customary 1o per cent. A library can safely 
entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates and fee: sure that it is not making a 
Daewary, State Library, New York. 


Edw. G. Allen's American Library Agency, 


COVENT GARDEN, LONDON, 


MEMBER AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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STANDARD CATALOG CARDS. 


Some libraries fail to appreciate the very great importance of having catalog cards of the 
most durable material, accurately cut, punched and ruled, and as perfect as experience and in- 
genuity can make them. The Bureau desires to call attention to the following essentials for a 
perfect card for library card catalogs: 

MATERIAL. It is necessary that this be of the most durable quality, more perhaps in 
the card catalog of a library than almost any of the thousands of uses to which cards are put in 
these days of their extended application. Catalogs are made for perhaps a hundred years or more 
of use, and a slight saving in the cost of material becomes exceedingly expensive economy and is 
dearly paid for later on. 

The board from which L. B. standard cards are cut is made out of what is termed ‘* hard 
stock,” 4. ¢., new linen cuttings from the shirt factories at Troy. This stock is given exactly the 
right treatment in the engines of special power, sized with the proper amount of sizing to produce 
the best results, and dried very carefully so as to be kept flat; then, calendered to the right sur- 
face. These are the necessary requirements for as perfect material as the science of paper-mak- 
ing affords. That they are essential we have demonstrated, and also that they are difficult of at- 
tainment except through large experience. This result is not attained by any such easy process 
as is ordinary cotton mill bristol, which any good mill can make; so that when a stationer or 
bookseller says he can furnish the same as the Library Bureau standard he is agreeing to more 
than he knows. The Library Bureau standard cards are absolutely without adulteration and 
users may be assured of their permanent character. 

In cheaper stocks chemical wood fibre is made to enter into almost every product of the 
paper mills, averaging from twenty to sixty per cent. of the entire material used. At first this 
adulterated stock has every appearance of possessing all the qualities of first-class material. In 
time, however, it loses its strength, breaks rapidly, and, more than anything else, its erasive qual- 
ities are impaired. No library catalog should be made of cards containing wood fibre. So insid- 
ious is this adulteration, however, that the best judges of paper can hardly detect its presence. 
It is through its use, of which dealers may or may not know, that they are able to quote lower 
prices than for the cards furnished by the Bureau. Formerly adulterations were made by using 
other cheap substances readily detected ; clay, even, was not unknown to contribute to the weight 
of the stock without adding to its cost. 

We guarantee the Library Bureau standard cards to be entirely free from every adulter- 
ation and made of materials to give the longest life. They harden and improve with years of use. 

FINISH. A good finish is needed to write upon, but not the plate finish which comes 
upon wedding bristol, which leaves a greasy surface. This has been carefully studied by the 
Bureau and the best results obtained. 

ERASURE. It is important that stock have good erasive qualities. This is obtained 
from the linen ledger stock used in the L. B. standard cards. 

RULING. The ruling of L. B. cards is done after they are cut, so that absolute accur- 
acy and uniformity is obtained, special machines having been invented for this purpose. 

CUTTING. This is done by special machines which produce the result obtained by the 
use of shears, giving an equal edge on both sides and at right angles to the surface of the card. 
This is essential to give the necessary sharp edges for quick handling and possesses great advan- 
tage over machine cut cards in which there is a bevelled edge on one side and a burr on the other. 

In short, if a library wishes to be assured of the character of the cards entering into its 
card catalog, upon which it may spend thousands of dollars in preparation, it should use ‘‘ L. B. 
standard cards,” as no others furnish any guarantee that they are of the requisite material. 
Samples and prices on application. 


LIBRARY BUREAU, 
BOSTON, NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, CHICAGO and LONDON, 
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HICCINS’ AMERICAN DRAWING INKS 


(Established 1880) 
Are the Standard Liquid Drawing Inks of the World, 


They are used and endorsed by the leading Schools, Colleges and Insti- 
tutes. Three-fourths of the professional draughtsmen of this country use no 
other drawing ink. 

Jo. Pennell says gf the Black Ink: ** There is no ink equal to it for half 
a dozen reasons. From the time you open the bottle until you have put all 
its contents on paper you have no reason to find fault with it.” 

A. B. Frost says: ‘* I use a great deal of it, and it is certainly the best.” 

BLACKS.—Two kinds : Waterproof, white label (insoluble when dry) ; 
and General, red label (soluble). 

COLORS.—Carmine, Scarlet, Vermilion, Brick Red, Blue, Yellow, 
Green, Orange, Brown, Indigo, Violet. 

AT ALL DEALERS. 
(Bottles by mail, prepaid, thirty-five cents each, Color Card showing actual inks free.) 


HICCINS’ PHOTO MOUNTER. 


The new adhesive for mounting photographs, etc., tissue and scrap- 
book work, and general use as a substitute for mucilage, over which it has 
many advantages due to its superiority and economy in use. Not a starch 
or flour paste, but a Vegetable Glue, semi-fluid, of soft and unctuous con- 
sistency, pure white color, and free from lumps. Perfectly homogeneous, 
and hence the water never separites from the pulp, leaving the latter to 
shrivel up, as occurs in all common pastes. Spreads smoothly and uni- 
formly, adheres at once and dries quickly. Will not warp, cockle norstrike 
through, nor change the tone nor injure mounts. Requires no prepara- 
tion—always ready for use. 


AT ALL DEALERS. 
(3 oz, jar, prepaid by mail, for thirty cents.) 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Mfrs., 170 Eighth St., Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S.A. 


JOHN MURP 


and Speeches of FRANCIS ARCHBISHOP SATOLLI. PAPAL DELEGATE. One vol., 12mo, cloth, 

250 pages, $1.25. 

The Speeches and Addresses contained in this volume were delivered by His Excellency the most Rev. Francis 
Satolli, Archbishop of Lepanto. Delegate Apostolic tothe U. S., since his arrival in America: and are published 
with his sanction. 


BIBLE, SCIENCE AND FAITH. By Rev. J. A. ZAuM,C.S.C. Professor of Physics 
in the University of Notre Dame. t12mo, cloth, $1.25, nev. 

Embracing his famous Lectures delivered at the Catholic Summer School in 1893 on ‘‘ The Antiquity of Man,” 
** Religion and Science,"’ ‘“‘ The Biblical Deluge,” etc., and his papers on ** The Mosaic Hexaemeron,” and “ The 
Mosaic Account of the Creation” inthe light of modern science. 

“ Professor John A. Zahm, of Notre Dame University, Ind., who is probably the foremost authority on science 
in the American Catholic Church, has been honored by the Pope with the degree of Doctor of Philosophy."—Aew 
Tribune. 

**Rev. J. A. Zahm, of Notre Dame University, has been oe some lectures on science that show how pro- 
foundly even Catholicism is being affected by modern thought. One of the lectures was on the Deluge ; and in it the 
lecturer denied that the Deluge was universal. It is true that the universality of the Deluge has never been formally 
promulgated by the Church as an article of faith, but there is no doubt that the theory of a loca! flood held by moa- 
ern scientists and taught by Father Zahm, is opposed to the almost unbroken tradition of the Church, One might 
suppose that in a Church as conservative as the Catholic, which pays so much deference to traditional teachings, 
there would be no attempt made to modify the ancient views on this question in order to make them conform to the 
conclusions of modern science: nevertheless such is the case, Not only in this particular instance, but in many 
others, modern Catholicism is showing a desire to put itself in more or less sympathetic relations with modern 
thought."—New York Tribune. 


THE JUDICIAL MURDER OF MRS. MARY E. SURRATT. By Davin 


MILuterR De Witt. One vol., 12mo, cloth, 260 pages, $1.25, met. 

A narrative of the proceedings of the Military Commission that tried, convicted, and sentenced this lady to death, 
on a charge of complicity in the assassination of President Lincoln. Together with the conduct of the trial, the 
arguments of the defence, the chirge of Judge Bingham, the sentence and the execution. ‘ 

** The hanging of Mrs. Surratt is the only deliberate judicial murder in the annals of the United States and let 
us hope that it will be the last. That it may beso, every American citizen should know the facts that they may unite 
in condemnation of the stain upon our national honor."’"—Aaltimore Sun. 

“ Mr. De Witt's book should find a place of importance omene these of historical record. He does not write for 
the mere purpose of telling a moving tale, he exercises the right of a trained advocate, skilled in the sifting of evi- 
dence, to put before posterity the real facts of the case.""— Broeklym Citizen, 


JOHN MURPHY & CO., PUBLISHERS, Baltimore, Id. 
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A Reprint of f_Poetry and Printed for Thomas B. 


Prose for Book Lovers, 
i | sher and Published by 


chosen in part from scarce 


a Price, 5 Cents. | him at 37 Exchange St., 
editions and sources not 
ahi tie 50 Cents, Net, a Year. — Portland, Maine. 


75 cents, net. 


THE BIBELOT is issued monthly, beautifully printed on white laid paper, uncut, old style blue 
wrapper, in size a small quarto, (5 x 6), 24 to 32 pages of text, and will be sent postpaid 
on receipt of subscription. Remit (preferably) by P. O. Money Order. 

Librarians will do well to have one or more sets of The Bibelot on file before the early numbers are 

advanced in price. 


| THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO.. 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street, New York, 
re a specialty of supplying public, private, and school LIBRARIES, for which 
they have exceptional facilities through their connection with many of the largest houses 
as special agents, and by carrying the stock of all American Publishers. 
They are pleased to give estimates at lowest rates on lists of proposed purchases, and 
solicit correspondence with Librarians and other bookbuyers. 
This house is characterized by its Promptness, Carefulnmess, and Low 
Prices. 
' There will be sent to any address on application a topically arranged General Library List 
: selected from the books of all publishers. 


SOTH ERAN & CO., 
Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816. 
A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


140 Strand, Ww. ac °” and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London 


| KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., 


LIMITED, 

PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 

Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 

! INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals im all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 

TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 

obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF EVERY DgsCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodicals 

and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 

Rates. 
TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS. 


B. WESTERMANN & CO. 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1848.) 


FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG, AND PARIS. 


A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 
College and Public Libraries. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 
Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany, and France. Periodicads 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 
Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with . 
Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 
Binding done here and abroad in every style. 
Auction Sales attended to. i 
The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers—English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish—fur- | 
nished on application. 
Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 
With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information given on topics of interest to Librarians. 


BOOKS WANTED. 


| he Walter s. Houghton, Lynn, Mass. 
Arena, 1890, any. 
Bay State Mo., ¥. 2, $3 09, OF odd nos. 


Cosmopolitan, any in 188 
lMustrated American, end’ pt, any 
nnua Ne. Am. Rev., any nos. in 1st 8 v,, at 3. oo each ; V. 110 
and at $2. oo a Vol. 
St. Nicholas, prior to Feb., 1877, any. 
Wheelman, any nos. in 188 2 and "83. 


Literary Index, — 


BOOKS FOR SALE. 


VoLU MES “of duplicate theological works 

1804, 10,000 from the Victor Emmanuel Library in Rome, 

will be sold by public auction on June ts, and following 

| days, in St. George's Gallery, Borghese Palace, Rome, 
where catalogues and all information may be obtained. 


Walter S. Houghton, Lynn, Mass. 


complements the ‘‘Annual American Cataiogue"”’ of 
books published in 1894, by indexing (:) articles in Sets, vols., and odd nos. of magazines for sale. Send 
periodicals published in 1894 ; (2) essays and book-chap- for circular. 
ters in composite books of 1894; (3) authors of periodical J. C. Thomas. 150 5th Ave., N. Y. ; 
articles and essays; (4) special bibliographies of 1894; | Edinburgh Review, Edinburgh ed., complete from be- 


ginning in 1802 to '87, inclusive; first 130 v. uniformly 
(s) authors Coscases ~ 1894, and, in its special features, | bound in hf. leath. (probably russia), and perfect, the 
supplements “ Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature, rest in nice nos. An extraordinarily fine set. 166 v., 
1887-"92,""and the “A. L. A. Index to General Litera- | _ 70 cents each. 


Quarterly Review, Londoned.,complete from beginning 
in 1809 to "86, Inclusive; 163 v. uniformly bound in bf. 
cf., a few early vols. a little broken. A fine set. 60 
cents per vol. 

| Monthly Review, London, complete from 1749 to 182s, 
One octavo volume, cloth, $3.50. | inclusive, uniformly bound and in good condition. 
191 V., 35 cents each. 
| New Princeton Review, complete, 6 v., in printed maanilla 
rope-paper file cases that render binding unnecessary. 
$:.so forthe set. The same, lacking the first no. and 
the last 0 no., oaly $1.00 


~ SITUATIONS ‘WANTED. 


54 Duane Street, ANTED.—Position as librarian by a woman n who has 
had nine years’ practical experience in library work. 
Competent to take charge. Address L. A., care Lisgary 


P. O. Box 943, NEW YORK. | jovewa. 


ture.” 
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LONDON: PARIS: LEIP2ia: 
30 WELLINGTON ST., STRAND. 76 Rue De Rennes. HospiTAt Sia. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


«TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


begs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FOREIGN Books and 
PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 
OR EvROPE can offer, because: 
He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all the leading publishing houses in the world. 


His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books, 


He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 
* Me. Stechert has for veers fe furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 


many t hert’s success is due to his constant a attention to the busi , and ther 
terms he is able to offer. I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.’ 


Gro. H. Baxer, Librarian of Columbia ‘atin New York. 


“*Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and ex The result of the comparison of three met viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in aw or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert al! our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York ete Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr, Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders.” 


Metvit Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N. Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity i bn preening English, French and German books, both new 
han 


and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonab! any others that have come to ou~ notice, while he 
has alwa uarded our interests very carefully, We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 
by branches in different European countries.” 


Prof. Arruur H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“ Your hods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 


seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal with you because I judge it for the ee of this library to 
do so. If I did not, "| should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 
time and money as dealing through you. 


Ernest C. Ricnarpson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. J. 


“Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 
an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
A. 8. Cottins, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LOMDON. PARIS, LEIP7IQ. NEW YORK. 
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